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Bruce
Bruce Hansen died at the beginning of October,
his family at his bedside. He was just four weeks

of f turning 33. A decade earlier, the founder of
our Trust, Maurice White, as wanderlr\q who might
relieve his agqeing sheu(ders from the responsibility
of looking after Hinewai’s finances 1 he was well
in to his nineties. Hugh Wilsons sisterv Marqc\ref)
acting thern (and now) as a sort of city agent for
the reserve  thought of Bruce. He was an old fdmll«j
friend, o sort of rebel profestanrt priest with o

bockgreund\ of accountancy and a Vigorous sense



of social justice. Bruce tmmediately sugges-

ted others “who might prove more copahle™
[ one of the fews occasions when s judciew\er\f
failed him - Ed.], but agreec to work witlh Mau-
rice for a transitional trial period. The two gof
on well, When Maurice hied in Tuly 20l°l‘ he was
confident that Hinewai’s financial resources Wwere
N good hands.

Bruce took on far more than we initially expec-
ted, diving headfirst in to the Ccmnplex'\‘h'es of
carben credkits, for examp\e , and pursuing possi-
hilities of further land additions,

Only hours before he died, Bruce left o wness-
oqe on Hugh's phene which moved our manager to
tears.  I'm just phoning to say %ocdh\ﬁe“ sSaid .
Bruce  a bit hyped up by painkillers o little hesi-
Tant, bat still himself. " T'm slipping awa\ﬁ,]: ju:‘t
wanted to say I've really loved my involvement
withh Hinewai, T have no recjre.‘fs. The reserve is
in o qood space and In goodk hamals, ™

Trustworthy
Less than Twe weeks before Bruce died , all of
the Trustees gathered at his bedside along with
Charlotte Bryden (friend financial manager and
accountant ) whom Bruce had asked to help pass
on his duties to competent hands. Charlotte leads
o very husy Ihfe but was wil\inc_‘ te act. She has
provided excellent and cjev-\icn\ support enhanced
hy her Professiona\ and Per.ioﬁc\l
Frie_nc\ship ith ocur accountant
Tone, Two weelks after Rruce
died we were ropt to elect Hugh
Eaton fo the Trust. HUS"\ E. and
his parfner Tare are ell -Rnown
and highly regarded Penninsula
locals. Hughh has a chkarour\d
in Anthropology, Farm Manage - 7
W\e_nTr Rural Valuation Conser- | "Tubehaniiz{,ﬂ{;r;lﬂez:ég;z;cifséppoinredv
Vatiorn and Finance, He and :




Jane live on their 220 hectare hil\-Coun‘f'r\j 5
Sheep farm af P\'qeon Bay, bordering e ve=
sevrves on Tarawera,/ Mount dinclair, HUCS\A 'S
deeF‘h‘] immersed in communit vojects and
Orjc\n\sq‘(’ionsl fr\clud\\f\o_\ the Ranks Peninsula
Conrsevvation Trust and Pest Free Ranks Penin-
sula but is reshuffling seme commitments To
make time for Hinewai. Their farm includes
30 l’\ecTare.s covenanted Niﬂ’\ BPCTl anrcl I(
hectares of reqenerating Nnative forest reais*—
ered inthe ETS (Em'\ssions Trao\irua Scheme)_

At the Trust AGM, Trustee NMick Head stood
down after 24 years of W\uch—qppredqieo\Service.
There are still two Pouls to confuse you. Paul
NMewport has beenn on the work team since
2000, Paul Broadysconnection to the reserve
goes back to 93839, He has been a Trustee since
2019, So now Wwe have two Pau\sl two Hualr\sl
and two Janes, not to mentiorn fwo Toms —~
Trustee Thomas N\O\CTo\vfslf\ and HUSV\ W3 faveurite
feathery friend, Thomas Tomtit.

The World-wide Workforce

RBoth Max and Ash made far-flung forays dur-
ing the winter while Paul M. and Hugqh W. stayed
safe and sound within coo-ece of Dtanerito Bay.
Max disappeared in late May, partly fo visit their
brother Asha in Czechia, partly o attend their
friend Vietoria’s wedding in :Deu'fsdm\o.ndr hut most-
lgy to bike for many weeks ero\.»\aln Scandfnowio\)
Peo\ql\\'n% so far north ’fhroucﬁh Norway as to end
wup days bekjor\cl the Arctic Circ‘t) (eavincj hiﬂh"'s
behind. A month later, Ash was phoning fhome
from his ancestral Lincolnshire in remote Englomck,
frizz_ling through the [atest Europecum heqfwa\/?,
He was back in Aoctearoa by mid-Tuly, but s
adventures were far from over.

()Q\f‘\e.v‘\u\c\ Hou and the Raliapa

For someone with o deep love for birds, mee‘fing




4 someone as rare and remarkable as a
kaka\:‘o would have to be h\'o_“n orn o Wish
l(st. Ash got his chance (n August ~ two weeks
‘ ; SRR i o~ Whenua Hou) an (sland
off the northwest coast of
RakRivra with DeCs R&R&PS
recovery team and a group
b Of carefully chosen volun -
' feers. Whenua Hou 1's the
Sfronﬁho[d for the Rakapt_:
Prescue mission. The kirds
| are 'Trultj wild there and
P truly special. They are (we
s be(ieve,) the heaviest and
the only Fliqh’r\ess potrro‘l‘ n
the world, also the only one
&gl tTo have o [ek breedfr\ox S\iS"
@ tew L boo%\e vt - Ed.]* TFor
a (ong time they were one of the most‘ abundant
bird species in Aotearca, but alas they were
defenceless against the rats, cats and muste-
[ids unleashed on them by PakReha colonists.
By the end of the 20th century they had declined
towards what seemed ((Re inevitahbhle extinction.
Only afew old males could be located then
N what was fhcucjh't fo be thew [ast stand, in
Fiordland. Incredikly, in the nick of time | the
discwovery of a population persisting on Raki-
uro\/ﬁ“tewarf lslandr with bothh males and fe-
Mmales along with hard work bxj DoCSs5 teuam of
hErge_S‘ turned extinction aside, [t was areal
joy for Aslh to be involved in this project not
just for himself but for the rest of Uus as we
listened spellbhound to his stories,

WNere Rakaps once living at Hinewc\ilshqr;nﬂ
our forested Vcal\ELAS with Rimil fc\RU\hEl Ygiant
tagles, moa and adzehills 7 Midden bhones
confirm they twere on Banks Pe_nir\suloxt c}\es‘oife,

% hoogle (verb) =to seek Rnowledge from hooks.



the scavcity of their favourite food frees, 5
Fivau,

It seems Miraculous that we have [ost al -
Most none of the P‘an‘t species that lived on
Banks Peninsula a thosand years ago. But,
alas, arcund half of the oviginal bird s ecies
are gqone, and of those arocund half (Qbauf 25)
are globally extinct. Without them Hinewai’'s
ecosystem will never aqain be what it once
was., Nonetheless, it continues to ke richly di-
verse and predominantly native. And mayhe one
day Rahaps will koom again across Hinewai’s
wooded VOLHEJ.AS.

Nide - eyed walkRers

The Uenuku Ridqe
Route 1s Proviv\cs PopP - |§
ular. In May we 3uio\eo\ :
a BankRs Peninsula
Walking Festival event ||
there . The weather
forecast was dubious
but as we headed up-
Wards the cloud base
rose, so none of the
|9 walkers mwissed
the views.

In Tune we re-routed :
the start of Curry E
Track from the Heril‘aae PO\Y'R, To lowj—pqss RBelinda
and Victorias new house site, We had worried
that any new ocwners of the ”Currgj Hirsfrl‘p“
would Want Nno Track there at all ; but this [DVe(\j
fcaw\'\lkj could not have bheen more accommodating.
Belinda sussed out the new roufe with Ws and even
produced delicious refreshments for the workers.

POSSUW\S,_preoKo.Tors ond prey
O\lie of Pest Free B.P pepped by tn Tauly To
advise that Hinewai could now \jusfif“io\b\\j claimw




6 to be possum-free. [t5 an qs‘fonis\f\inq A -
chievement, the climax of o long, focussed,
intensive effort, Along with monitoring trops
and field cameras, everyone is asked to Reep
a sharp walch for any sign that a possum or
two might have hung in there agqainst all odds.

Following behind the ac.\\/qncir\cj Possum—free
front come the "Muscat™
Teams,Tarsei'%incj
mustelids ( stoats,
ferrets and weasels)’
and feral cats. Rats
are not ignored, bt
are on o different
Scale of ch'g\\enae_‘
which has caused
us some anxiefy.
Most mustelid and
Cat poo on Hinewal
reveal fur rather than feathers, We feared that
Py reducing numbkers of these larqer predators
we wight end with unintended consequences
hoosting rodent populo’rions, PE\rhoPs the most
deleterious alien marauders of then all. Ollie
wisely suggested that the e,cLuox’rfon migqht not be
that simple. “ Theres evidence.” he explained “that
rodent numbers are determined much more by
availakle food than by prec\a‘tiow\‘\. That might
well mean that we can worry less about unin-
fernded consequences of the Muscal programme
[ freeing up more wWorry time for climate change,
El MNiRno and Dona\o\Trump.—Ed.—_‘.
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Sheep_|_goa"fs! deer and browse 7

Ring-fenceo\ with standard posts and wire,
Hinewais boundaruy runs for almost 30 Rmms
across wil'al' hilly terrain. its a ﬂn‘.nr‘ﬂ:{lible
line, The past year has seen more than our
fair slm-.-.ur--el we reckon of pushy sheep pene-
frcd'inq our defences, despite our best efforts.

The barrier Was Neveyr an effective deterrent
against qoats, but after a I3 year war between
(987 and 2000, goats are no longer on or near
the reserve ., Deer are our latest challenge | still
very few hut an incipient nightmare. There are
now positive moves to face the proklem Peninsula-
wide. Local hero Graham Corkishley has almost
Single- handedly tackled feral pigs in infested
parts of the Peninsu\a, but mevcifully Hinewai
has so far been free from that Particulqr pesl’.‘ler\ce__

Of course e long ago lost some native broc:)-
sers, such as moa, adzehkill, takahe and R&Rapo.
Some people, hunters mostly, claim that deer
are de facto natural browwsers in the aksence of
the big hirds but the asserted similarities are
not hacked up by much evidence,

Nondrous wildlife

We rightly condemn the rapacious wildlife
smugqqlers who steal Aotearoa’s gorgqecus green

eckos for mercenary gain. Hinewais agqeing
Raitiaki has keern heard to claim that cxrs
are a more serious threat to these ravishing
reptiles than are those unforaivable felons. On a
short bikRe
ride up to
SR\j\\'V\Q
rain Javuge.
re_Cenfl\i
he noted
no fewer
th arn four

Cv- S?‘uosheo\




8 moRo RaRariki aleng less than a Rilometre
of Long Bay Road. However, now 81l pushing
82, Hugh W. has been seen (ately accepting
some rides In these very same creature-crush-
iNg cxrs suggesting that he no longer Nas
Any sekf—riahteous {eq 1o stand on. [ He still
has twe leas, but they are neither as strong
Nor as self-righteous as they once were- Ed. .

ln late auvtumn the decomposing bod _O‘F A
[arge humphkack whale calf drifted in to Ofane-
rite Bay, attended by giant petrels and hlack -
backed gqulls. Much later in Spring, Ash and
Max wWatched in awe from a cliff-top beteen
Flea and Stony Bauys as twe huge whales head-
ed gently southwards.

v Augqust o female sea (lon ( (io\he) S Lamn
in to Otanerito Bay for o snooze on the bCuch,
looking distinctly different from the resident
fur seals (Rekeno). .

There was worrying news (N Tuky 3 the virulent
avian flu virus spreading round the world was
firnally detected in New Zeaoland. AL three de-
ceased victims — o sRua, & giant pe_trel and o
Rahu — were in the NMorth |sland.

SurpriSed by orchids
WinikRa or Jadys slipper
orchidh 1s o comely epi-
ph\j'l'e Conmmon ‘\"nroual'_\ .
mouch of Aotearoa.
Uil Nno oy 'Hr\cu.ﬂ\n,
the only mention
of thhis spec.ie_s on
Ranks Peninsula
was a dubious
record from way
back in (R0,
So mhen Chris

Morse frowmw
Manaak; WNWhenua




at Lincoln visited Hugh W. with details
of his latest botanical ‘F(v\olsl Hucl(r\ wWas
astonished to see photos of a very local o ut
substantial population of Winika cunninﬂhami(
(or Dendrobium cunninghamii as some bPStanists
prefer). The site is less thar 3 kms from Hine-
wai's Visitor Centre as the falcon flies, not
within Hinewai Reserve but s afe n,‘r\equox.d
profec‘ted land. ~= S //

Gaugmol_ﬂrow‘fh

Every year we Mmeasur e
trees planted in ocur two arbor-
e’rc\“' one collection of local
natives around the Visitor
Centre ot 450M‘fhe other
around Ofanerito Homestead )
near Sec{\ level. Some of the Mpaind
most striRing sets of data gt
l'_nvoive, the nikRaw palms at y
Otavrerito. NTRau (s main- B
larna NMew Zealands only E
hative true palm and Banks )
Pevvinsula s the mainlands r
southermmost Nnatural limit for
this handsome species, ( (£
occurs fractionally further south =
on Pitt Ilsland in the Cfr\c«’rhams,) \‘
The specimen on the back lawn of W\
Otanerito Homestead was erm'\;‘;\gﬂ;\.‘ a(‘N’\oTU\*
harara Mursery from seed collected hy Torge
Santos at nearky MTRau Bend arcund (993,
In his younger days Hugh (N, was often heard
1o say o hope T live fn\r\cl enoucjlr\ to see this
PO\lW\ c)\e\/e,lop SN “'fuwll\,\ Hts wis\r\_ Nas arow\‘i'ed.
NMow 33 Years old | the nTRau 1s 565 m tall,
with & clean Trunk 1122 m from cjround to lou\c:\e,
It has been producing ripe seed since carly
2021, and seedlings have heen poppRing up in
the Otanerito aqro\evﬂ. {n'\eresfingl\j\ anothev
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1O Wikaw uf slmilars aqe planfed close by but
A clee_\g shade, has grown much more slowl
than the one in full licah‘f, [t looks hec&lﬂr\\j ancdl
lr\qvwlSowxe_' baut s only 2 m tall with no hint
of a frunR | flowers or fruit.

RArtful

“Hinewai Reflections” has sold well, far
beyond Hugh W.s expectations. Copies are still
available. If Yyou would like to order one [ or
more - Edh. ] Simply qet
in tTouch with Trustee
Tina Troup : phones (03)
294 RE22 o DIT 2100
222 ; post PO Box 27,
Lyttelton, 3%‘?‘} email
hinewaibooks @ gmail. com
BooR sales have alreqc\‘ﬂ
Prov'\o\eo\ a beneficial
bhoost to land—purchase funds,

Fcl\ow'\\r\% HaPpen Films' wholesome half hour
documentary about Hinewai (,' Fools and Dream -
ers"), twe rather bizarre videos have appeared
on "NYou Tuhe.“‘ strange mixtures of fact and
fiction. We suspect they are the unleashed de-
\in%uem’r progeny % S = R [Dh brave new 000.:\0\—
Ed. 1. They have spurred Hualv\ 0. to get on with
another book proje,c,f) a quieter, more ‘Qo.tou‘\te.o‘.
and factual account of the reserve, “Hinewe,
Her Nafture. Her Stories™ Is well underway
[ but T wouldn't held your breath - Eo\,—l.

Helpful

A woalker came up to Paul M. at his work -~
Foce ow Twleas Enask Track, " Yeouw have o
proklem with the old mans bkeard™ the young
Mman Said. Paul had his wits about him' and
his response was uick, "0, UouU mean owur

Manager. Yealhh-nah we have him nore ov
less under control™ “ Mo, L mean the ¢ lenatis,




You need to cie‘f ridd of it I+ was a case |l
of some Rnowledcie but not cLuH‘e enouah.
In October the 7 :
pleasantly scented
yellow - flowered
native climbeyr
Cl/ematis's
foetida
(s 1 flower v
all over
the Plocc,
lbut some
maistake
it for the
foreign invader
Clematis vitalba Y
Wwhich flowers treamy
White much later in the
Summey. We do indeed Clematrs foetids
hoave old Man’s beard clematis on Hinewo\i, an ok
are wQTh\-Y\cj Nard to eliminate it

Eventful

One windless Auqust Mmorning we were inN-
nocently leading a deleqation from the Aust-
ro\lasiav‘\ Weed Cor\ferev\ce uP BCQCh Terroace
Track [and not an alien plant in sight - €a.],
When a loud crash off to cur left suo_\cjes‘fe.o\
that a tree had ’foppfaol, or at least that a very
large limb had fallen. "Wow 7" called out one of
the o\e(egq‘l’es) “that wasn't mentioned irn the
Health and Safety brie,?incj Y Later we checked
out what might have happened, but mysteriously
we found nothing. LPerhaps an alien landina?—EdJ,

(JQGT ovr o\r\j ?

As ear\\j as Tune the forecasters were de-
claring that the oeather situation C!.lf'eclcjlkj

prevailing across the Pacific was l_ihl’thﬂ to de-
VeloP in tTo the most extreme El Nino ever,;




|2 boosted by our hone-headed unrestrained
abuse of [arnd and O\iv", and |i|{el\_j s brir\q
severe olroughf to
the east of Aotearoa,
Sofar winter and
spring have been
Cheeringly moisT
andc cool. We even
had a proper snow-
Fall in early Auqust,
O\ccumu\u‘l’invj 1o an
Bem snowpack a-
bove about 4 00 m.
Ash made o snow
Scu(pture, of ocouvr
absent wWorRniaote
and emailed an
imaae to Max in
heat—rc«\/acied Eu-
roPe_,, p;
Despi’rt some 3 ,
morr%inal\i o\r\j s[:e_(ks ‘rhrou%\n Oc.f?be_r{ s the
month comes To an end and as this newsletter
gqoes to print, we have just enjoued ansther
SO mm of raiv and thundery hail. Ever\_;tﬂm'nta
ts looRing lush and lovely, We fear the worst,
but are hoping for the best.

Missing in action

We love to thank genercous supporters. Can
anyone help with confact details for : Carl Davey,
P.R. Tones, Anna Minaar, Jennifer Peuf' M s
M.E. Pidgeon H.M. Purdy, A.C. Wilson
Pipipi appears twice a year, There (s no suk and ne 9|°\;3°1-,‘0“ to
donate but donations ‘are hugely helpful, Contributions'of 3 5

or more are Tax-deductible, e will pos'(‘ o receipf but Need o
posfal address if e don T a(r‘ec\d\j have it.

Account name : Maurice (White Native Forest Trust
BNZ 02 0%32 0044225 OO
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