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Morth-east of Eden

From Hinewai's beamnmcjs in 1987 we dreamed that
the new reserve might one day stretch from subalpine
summits down To the sea. The subalpine Top of Tara-
terehu /Stony Bay PeaR was included i the (791
purchase of most of Otanerifo Station. Not until
2020, though, did Hinewai first fouch saltwater,
when ’rhe, Armstrongs of Sfony Bay /OPqTOT\ enab(eo\
us To add their Mokimoki Bush to fhe veserve,

We now look after 1700 heclares, mostly leqal-
ly “owned™ by the Maurice (Nhite Native Torest TrusT)

nearly 200 hectares "ocwned” b\j the MNative Foresf
Restoration Trust but cared for by us.

We don't want to make Hinewai bqa%er JUST
for the sake of size alone, but there are adjacent
hectares that would make SQ much echmatcO\l andh




Moanagement sense if they joined the res-

erve, e want to be reoaxj 1QJ'UmP should op-
Por‘l‘un'\’ries arise. Years dago we set ourselves
some (imits —
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‘f’empfeo\ bﬂ land ‘
north of Long
Bay Road novr
south of Stony
Bay Road. Hugh
broRe this quide-
line In 2006
when he wilfully
hought [+5 hec- |/ S
tares from the |“Feeling a bit peckish, Miss fugh -
Ha\e\js i Lise a medium-sized company.
forbidden side of Long Bay Road named if Haley
Brae , and promptly gifted it o the Trust. Thas, in
2025, when the chance came o huy 71 hectares,
between Long Bay Road and Goughs Ray Roadk, further
in to Proscribed fervitory, the incursion didnt seem
uite so scandalous. Besides, the wind-swept ridage
and the prominent Peah form Hinewai’s skhyline wwhev
you look eastwards from most pc«v‘is of the Otanerito

\/alle&j.
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Gold at the end of the rainbow

So prominment is that 564 m summit that we had
’or\ﬂ bestowed upon T an informal name, UenuRu.
We could discover no older Maori Nname  and ”Tri<3
N” seemed [ame and inadeguate,

N a familiar sld Maori story, Uenuku wWas Hine-
Wais lover. Tne [laison was not entirely appropriate.
Hinewai the Water Maidewn, along with her eqgually
love\tﬂ sisters the Rairn Maiden and the Skgj MisT
N\a'\denl were humon or\%gj N QPPQOYO\V\CC,Thng re —
Vealed themselves only in the shadows of early
Adawn or late dusk. Youthful Uenuvku came upon
them one evening as they were looxﬂr\ir\g in a forest




pool, and fell hopelessly in love with all
three. Hinew ot thought that UenukRu toas
pretty gorgeous oo, and she alone of the sis-
ters agreed to takRe him on, for better or worse,
She explained, though that she could be woith Nnim
only at night; if the sun should find her, she would
surely die. For a while all went well. But it was
bound to end (ntears. Uenuku longed to be with
Hineweai all the timme. He decided to trick Hinewdai
bu_\ loloekincj up Nis windows with Wharariki., On
that fateful dawn, by the time Hinewai realised
flf\od‘)gu”(sic)\e) day was already well-advanced, [y
was too late. Pc«nicked, she burst Hr\roualf\ the doov
n To br'\g\(\f SUnUcﬂ\f( followed by desperafe, Uenuku,
Rlas he could only watch as she disappeared oY
Wisp of mist. Tor years Uenuku searched for her,
beside Nimself with grief. ln the end the qods took
pity on him and Turned him in To o rainbows. When
next at Hinewai, if you see sunshine hreaking
through the ram clouds, you might see them fogether

agqain, raimbow and mist be,qu‘“fu“gﬂ erntwined 1 a
lovers’ close emlbrace.,

Uenuku Ridage Route

We pr\ored fhe new land, sussing out the TDP-
ography, plants, wildlife, weeds fences, and a pos-
sible WalRing route from Wahanui carpark to the
Top. The new trail branches off JTules Knok Track
beyond Mikimiki Knok, crosses the road at Goughs
Bay Saddle  and traverses the ridge ot first broad
and grassy, then sfeepev\i\f\ca and Nnarrowing upwards,
Higher up, @ narrow slot through rock  bordered by
o fough old t&tara tree, turned out fo ke the
only feasible way forwards. [ts a striking feature
of the foray. Edqe carefully through it as if through
the eye of a qiant needle.

Because parts of the new track involve some
‘Fou‘rluj YOL\%‘/‘\ o\\o\lki\r\gl Max suggested CO\Hincﬁ it
“Uenuku Ridge Route ™ rather than o track.

The lf\'\cﬂhesT inV\T (s & bold rock Obe({sh)aclorr\ed



with lichens encircled by native shrulbs and

tussocks on otherwise gently rounded Terrain,
fr'\r\o_\ec)\ with forest, surwounded by spacious views
(n all directions.

Natural riches
The Le Lievre land

additiorn harbours a

P\easir\rﬂ wealth of

florva and fauna.
One surprise I's the
abundance of a small-
leaved shrub called
Raukaua anomalus .
(T (s indeed anomalus,
115 a bizarre relative
of lancewood s and
fivefingers and
especially of the
handﬁome(\j %(OSSg—
leaved free raukRamd,
although you would never guess that fact from first

appearances. RauRawa is extremely rare on Hinewai,
and R.anomalus is overall far from common.

f\;\qxc ‘C‘Ahd F]s\r; atep Ti’\e.o‘be\.\'sk

" March,numerous bushes of mountain akeake
were in full fragrant flower along the rocky ridge

crest. The new route fraverses
stands of ribbonwood | lace-
bowh) Ranuka, Rowhai, shrub-
lands of diverse‘sr‘nall-(egved
bushes, open <3r<:\sslow\o\ of
pasture and fussocks, num-
erous thin-barked 1otara of
all ages and one adolescent
mataol, Easter orchid drows on
the Prom'\r\er\'t northwest bluff,
only the second locality we
have found so far across all

of Hinewa: for this lovely
; Spec'\es, Toust as rare 1s o




single tussock of gossamer grass, FAnemanthele 5
/essoniana.

Ash Par'f(cu\u((\j wanted o meet the tiny native
mint / hioi ((Mentha cunninghamic) f
whidh he had never encountered
before but Which Hugh had
recorded from Uenuku
decades agqo. At first we
couldn't find if, but one i s |
day when we were all
5i’r’ring cOmforTo\b(\.j hqving
lunch among rockRs tussaocks
and shrubs Ash suddenly
exclaimed " Aha/" He had
noticed what he thought must
be Niol aho\z C\fushfr\g a miniscule
leaf, confirmed ifs identity from the minty Scler\f.

We also found the two rarest of Hinewais five
tree fern species{ a couple of very young whekY —
ponga (\Z)icﬁson}é’ fibl’os&) oNn road k)or\hsl and one
Very small mamaku (Cya(‘/wea meo(u//afis) growing
peri(ousl\j close to the vroad edge on Lor\cj %a\j Road,

While worRing along the tracks we were checked
out by R&rearea, and looking skywards one [unch-
time we watched no fewevr than five Rahu circling
overhhe ad.

Sheep magy safely qraze

Stock will be excluded from most of the 77 hecl‘arcs)
which already has rejer\ero\‘re&» Tree canopy. 26 hec-
Tares will continue “being grazed th Will and
Hannaeh Tohns L by their shee\o o\ctual(\ﬂ—’Eo\.], our
delightful r\e{ﬂhbours at Paua Bay. The grazing aqree-
ment we have drawn up with them is a win-win.
It involves a new fence, akout to be built by our
favourite fencers Guy and RQX, allowing undey —
storeuys To recover, Gro&zh’\cj the nori‘h—chir\g N =
panses of mostly exotic pasture with sheep reduces
qrass competition and favours estaklishment of
bromse-resilient native trees and shruks such as



6 k&hukal |chbark' r‘ibbono\\ood( Rowhai and

mikimiRi. When native canopy s well-estab-
ll'sheol( grazing will cease  allowing browse-vulnerable
species such as Mo hoe_lfudr\sial fivefingers and
ferns to increase. Gorse and broom are wuncommon
and contrellakle here and won't be Uused as Nnurse
canopies as they have been on hundreds of qorse-
infested hectares elsewhere on Hinewai.

Another farming neighkour Mmade a nice com -
ment " (SV\‘T it ﬂOOcJ\“' he Scli“d " ohen ‘Formiﬂcﬂ
and conservation join hand s,
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Place Mames

HoTearoa/New Zealand is blessed with o rich her-
itaqe of place names. Hinewal (s no exception. 7 n the
Place Nnames of a country ™ Wrote Johanrnes Andersen
in his 1927 boek about Banks Pev-\'\ﬁsu\a)”(arcje_ parts
of its hislory lie embalmed. Mames, once accepted,

have « \/iTa(H‘\_& that even successive changes of
occupation do not destroy’ Old Mdori names con-
tinue to grace Hinemec\nd ave spoken dail\ﬂ) e.q.,
Tara‘i’erehu\‘ QT’&V\QHTOI OTePa‘tcﬁul Te Piki o Te Ake.
Pakeha settlers spread their own patine of names

o our peaks and passes, ¢.g. Purple Peak , STony

{



Bay Peak, Long RBay, Narkey Stream. Some- /
Jf\\r\/\es Hr\ese_ names only \or\eﬂ\.j obscurech the
Names already there. Once the reserve Was un-
derway We gave our own names fo mnumerous
un-Nnamed features, The Nname H\Y\e_wcu however,
was bestowed by the Bates family, Prev\ous GEICLy =
pants of the 109 hectares that became the nuc-
leus of the new veserve in [987.

Al sorts of stories and connections are enca
sulated by the Mumerous NMames adcross Hinewdai’s
[CAV\c)\SCa‘OCS and maps. Te RRe for in s'tomce_ was o
Nﬂou Tahu chief who accompanied Moki or\ (s
invasion of Ngafti Mamoe arocund I 700. NMarbey
Stream horours the (QT\cj hxsTonﬂ of Francois and
Mary NMarbey and their descendants in the Otane-
rito Vd\\e\j since |GO. Le Lievre Spur and Tules’
Knok refer to the long Le Lievre |ineage.

The 77 hectares we have just added to the
reserve was Rnown to the Le Lievre family as
“ Mﬂrilt's Block "™ Mk‘jrf(e (Paul Le Lievre explcx[V\EO\),
was his dads aunt. Auntie Mujrﬂc 50tck hey land to
Pauls dad Lance (n lcf4”7 : st
WNe thought it might ke ( :
Nice to call cur new &
trail “Myrtles Track)
and hoped the name i
might turn out to be o«
double entendre’ (as e
Say in ARaroca) by refev-
rir\a also to the native

kjvﬂe/ rohautu, ZO/:)/?o
myrtus obCOro/az‘a s
beautiful small tree s
common on BanRks Peninsula o SN i
but ov’\\\j below akout 400 metres, some
of Myrtles Block lies below this contour, but none
of cur new trackR does. e haven't yet seen any
rohutu on or near it Thus we will continue callin
the (whole area betweenr the Two roads “Myrtles Block”
but will follow Max’s sugﬂesfion for the traul.




8 Times on the signs
You might ask " How long will if fake me to
Walk from Wahanui Corpo\rk 1o Uenuku LQQ/‘EOUT?“
It depends who “me” (s. [ You should say “who T
s 7 ‘\J[qub\. Thow-\k\ﬁou\ Ec)\.:[. Several Walkers were
delegated To time their trip. Mot unexpectedly the
results weve varied. A few weeks earlier another
walker had mentioned
how useful 1t would
be to have an in-
dication of how
far the Visitor Centre
(s from the bottom
end of Big Kanuka
Track., Hku3\r\ timed this
\iourr\ekﬁ at what he Tono\\\j
IMmagined Was an averoge
pace forqefting that he (s now Bl His watch reported
23 wminutes. He added a generous Z minutes for

good measure, Mmade < sign Saying 30 minutes and
nailed it fo the masthead. Shortly afterwards Ash
and Max wWere sfrolUV\o_\ hometoards from their Ghost
Falls workface, noted the new sign, and decided to
test its accuracy. They carefully walked at what
they fondly imagined was oan average sort of pace,
completely ianorlr\g the foct that they are both tn
their eGur\\j 30s and ho\rd(\j average, Theuﬂ clocked 1n
at 1S minutes.

Anyway, Take these signs with o gram of salt.
The UenukRu Lookout Sign reads “ [ Z - 2 hrs return,
Tnat does~nt include the inevitabkle (ihaerinq at the
Sinau\qv summi T,

Alien invaders

Vigorous natural regeneration of nafive forest
Continues to outcompete most of Hinewais natural-
Ised exotic plants — or af least the ones thal matter.
But we work hard dgainst o handful of Slan'\ficowﬂ'
aliens that are (@) deleterious To native recovery, and
(p) Mmanaqeable enough To make control or elimination




feasib\e.’ﬂr\us/ much mahi has bheen molbil- q
Ised against old mans heard C_lemO\HS, p(r\es,
Macrocarpas and sycamores, The floods of Dec-
ember 2021 gave grey willow a window of oppor-
tunity 1o spread along the kanRs of MNarbey Stream.
We moved to close the window [Of ﬁip it in the bud?
— Ed.]. This summer Chilean flame creeper advertised
its return with its blood-red flowers
at a singie site on l°u(p\€. Peak Curry
Reserve Where e had tried to sukdue
it ten years ago. The invasive exofic
fern polypody Reeps sending advance
scouts In to Hinewat and alas its

i
iNncursion is almost Cer’rcu'hluj un —

stoppabkle. During our explorations
of M\ﬂrﬂc's Block Max and Ash
detected two recenmt intrudeyrs —
Mexican daisy and veld grass. We
Will try to eradicate the daisy buf
the veld qrass, ((Re the polypody, is
almost certainly here to stay,

Weather out of uhack 7
Weather is chaotic and its hard
to sort out what is “normal”, but
its also hard not to suspect that this kjeaf/s repeafed
floods qales and heatwaves across Aotearoa, not to
mention Australia [Ljeahl no, best not to mention
Australia — Ed.]) are Olr\\jf‘h'lr‘\ta short of extreme.
Hineweai has not been thrashed 1o the extent the
North {sland If\o\S, novr even ds havd as neowhxj W ainua
and Little River have but the [ast six wonths have
Seenv Two more mMajor drencl'\ir\as here. A state of
emergency was declared across the Peninsula in
mid - February. The main highway fo ARaroa was
closed flosdwaters flowed through Little River bust-
nesses and homes ((‘r\c(u\dir\g Paul’s ar\a\Tf[cia’s)‘ raq-
ing streams and sudden s(ips took ouf roads and
bridges at (Wainui. Many rain dauqes exceedech
300 nmam, Hinewais Skxﬂ(ir\a gavuge had overflowed (qf




IO 7694 mm) by the time we reached it. More
roam and gqales followed in March and Flpri\.

BfZarrelgjl late F\pril saw o hefty dump of snow on
the mountains, followed by o Prokor\ﬂec)\ sloe\( of Co\lml
SU\Y\V\LA\O\U&TUMY\ daus in early Mawu.
_ Hinewai fared relatively well through all this. The
OniRautah; Top fevnce was cut yet Agatin b\j a swall
[ow\ds\io\e’ fhree floodgates vanished Again  and the
ARavow side of f’ur'ole Peak Track lost half its width
for aboult IS mwetres Where it dropped out in to =
(arcje, slip visible from afov. For days afterwards the
streams and walerfalls (ooRed Mmagnificent, full and
furious but cry stal clear

The personal cost to Paul and Trician was rough.
Based now in Little River ( Paul continues to work
four days o\_(,oeek on Hir\ewa{) Hﬂe&j had been trau -
Matised at Oftanerito Homestead during the 2021
December Deluge lDisas’rer' only to have floodwater
right through theivr Little River home four years later
(" & note 1o Hu%lf\, Paul (,oro'(‘ﬁ'-” ~ some Woays. the
non-violent Nnature of the Little River floods doesn't
compare With the 2021 flocd at E)'l‘aner'\‘to\’ but
the PeHonql impact s magr\"\’ruw\cs ‘3reoder.\

“Hinewai Reflections®

Two olck mountain nmates of Huahl Pete and And
Suu-jcies’fed 3q+hering ’ro<3e’r|r\er‘ a selection of Hugh’
natural history drawings, and publishing them in
book formwr. Finance Officer Bruce somehow Persuq.o\—
ed Some generous Hinewai backers To cover the puklic-
ation costs so H(\od) if any books sola ot all (H\Lg\f\
was dubious) the Land Purchase Fund might benefit,
Quen*\'h WNilson Pub\ishiv\q (no reloﬂon) produced
2000 CO\O{CS' to ke offered mostly to interested
Hinewai supporters. To Hugh% astonishment the books
sold well, Arcund §KSQ from each ff)KQ sale has
flovan direc’rkﬁ tfo the Fund. Some copies noy still
pe availakle ; ask Bruce af bahansen @ xtra. co.nz,
phone hi on COS) 384 2207, or write hinn Qoo d
old-fasioned letter at 36 Bamnton Sfreet)




Bishopo\alc/ 6T0\u’fc)\hi/ChrfsTchurcV‘, 8055, , I

Persenal details

On the first Friday after Paul was supposed to
Be starting his 4-day work schedule, Hugh bumped
N T_o R at the Co\bsfand, transporting glyphosate
to Otanerito for his next o»f\slouzﬂh‘f on the macro-
carpo lantation.

Bothh Max and Ash are taking some Time off
through the winter for some O.E. adventures.
Given the World Situation, Hugh worries o bout
their safe return. He intends fo travel no further
than AkRaroa and Christechurch, hoping to find
enough time to draw a few more, pictures and fo
Work on another hook project - thewa\ He v
Nature and Story.®

Aslh and Max have also beenr on some advent-
ures in the mountains. When Max returned from
the Edwards- Otehake area of Arthurs Pass
National Park  Hugh dugq out some photos from his
own Trips in ‘H‘\t same Valleus. Gosh T suppose

Yow weren't even korn mhe\r\ these Phofbs wWere
taken" suggqested Hugh, “Born /" exclaivmed Mo, “even

BlUFF in the southern corner of the Mujrf(efs Block
Nnear [Haley Brael Viewed from LOnej Bouj Road.




12 My parents weren't born then /" [ It was

(961 - Ed]l. A few weeks later Ash returned
fromm an Arthurs Pass ‘Forouj, He had crvossed
Tarn Col and met rockR wrens for the first fime,
wowed by close encounters of the bird Rind.
Possum — free [

In March Pest-Free B.F declared ARaroa Town
Possuwx—frec‘ enlisting the human townsfolk To
report any fresh invasions, Across Hinewai, the
last few are bei\ma detected by means of Night
Cameras, mor\ifor(r\cz\ ‘troxpsl and scat ocbkservations
Imj Luke and his hial«\l\j frained possum-scat °*°‘1'

(n m‘\o\—ﬂpri\ Pest-Frees Wildside Co-ordinator,
Ollie, visited To update us on Hinewais status. The
reserve ts close to joining ARaroa be‘\mﬁ declared
possum- free. AUl this (5 not good news if you are
A possum, bu’r Nnative plants and aniMmals are

lr\dppxﬁ. Ni%\r\’f cammeras are oalso o\eTch\'r\cﬁ whevre
deey are lurking Too., Far from numerous riﬂh‘r now,
ﬂ'\eu_s represew\\' = (oomir\cj c%al(ehge, JooR

Little lizard, big heart
NMick of DoC visited to
release a young moko
kakariki that had acci-
dentally hitched a ride
on a stock truck to the
city. He and Hugh slipped
i+ on to RanukRa near the
Visitor Cenlre. [t seemed acﬁve' hea(fhgj and grafef'u\,
[t also seemed wonderful that the burly fruck driver
Nad shown such concern for a tiny green Ciecko.

PTF;' i appears Twice a year: There is no sub and no okligation to

donate, but donations dre hugely helpful and appreciated. Contributions
of ')i(S ov more dre Tax-deductible. We will post ' a Fecc[Ff but (ill need
o postel atddress if we don't already have it
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