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Nhither the (weather 7

You might well wonder why we witter on
obout Weather 7 Ah we have some good reaseons
1o do so. One s ‘Hr‘\aT, sut here on the wild extrem-
tfies of Banks Peninsula, nweather dictates daily
Where e WorkR and oohg_;). Another : we worry
that cur weather s 30'\\(\3 o\qnaeroushj astray as
climate change hites more deeply, and we slee_P——
malk into cod‘qs’trophe_

Copious woater and wind have punctuated the




postf six months. Four more sericus drench.

iNnos Rave doused us since the Disastrous
Deluge of December 21 two of them this year.
At first we were pleQSQnH\j surprised at how
Minimal the additional dO\W\O\ae seemed 1o be,
Bit by kit though, tue discovered o few fresh
slips, some broRen 'Fe\r\cesJ demolished flood-
gates (where boundary fences cross sfreum5)>
and thus also hr\uH'ilo(e incursions from r\e'\al’\——
bour'\nq sheep.

N ‘ B@S{orm:f
(w \n d '. ' . i ab}.e“”'n{
Adding excessive wind to -
Hr\e, Weather eguation haro\(g Zen‘lh\y/ad
, I ol
Relped. After éach big blow | erise T with sour
we check our 1track Nnetwork \ 2 "’”“"‘kl’"‘;f“e"d

and Saw our way -Hﬁrough o few
windfalls of Varying sizes, At
the end of SePTemloer we wWere
all Fee\(nﬂ rather PledSeo\ with .
ourse\\/es; much mahi had P\AT A
6‘35\‘&&&1'\ Track in 1o its best- \
ever conditiorn for the sfart of e |
the Banks TraockR season. : S
Alas within a weekR | a day of wild WiNd and
ra'\nlloﬁd lows a big Ranuka, completely blacking
the Way. T\(\mar’fedl the walkers turned back to
S’Yo\r\\ﬂ Bou.&, Next rv\orn'\na Max and Ash headed
south with an electric chainsaw and seriously
sharp pruning saws. They checked the whole length
of Qpatuti Track cleared the blockqael found no
other sicjn’\f"icomf Issues, walked on down to Stony
%ogj Howesteod 1o repor‘i‘ all this 1o Mark and
Sornia Armsirong, walked all the way back UP\/O\“Q\j)
and were In ARarca in P\er\‘hj of time 1o start the
scheduled Track lnspec’rior\ G\Qr\a the 3-day Ranks
Track route,

The wildest winds of all f\r\oua\'\ hit us hard in
mid-Qclober when severe northwest <3o\es S~
Voged all of the eastern South Island and much




of the Morthh (S\O\V\CA, Ri“ir\ox a Manr (N _5
(Nel(ina‘foﬂ, closing Nnumerous Mmamn fQo\o\S' spar-
hir\% wilafires, F(Qco\incj (.)k\esﬂuno\'TDPPHT\Q'TFQQS,
and cutting Pomer for thousands. Ash and Max
again checked and repaired Bpafufi TrockR the
Nexl meorning. Overall we decided that Hinewa:
Nead got off ((3%’(\\% compared with the mouﬁlnem
feported elsewhere. Scariest of all was fire |
sSparkRed bgﬂ o severed ower-line on the ARaroa
side of Leng Bay Road. |t was 1uicklaﬂ cluer\cl(\eo\
b\ﬂ the local fire team before it could rompoage
across Purple Peak Curry Reserve,

Not much snow
Snomfox\\sl or rather |ack of them ha(cu\.ll Shinmn —
inish ocur ar\gsT about lobhal Warming., For all of
Winter and spring this year, the deepest snow pock
at Hinewat weather station (45Qm al’r'\’tudc) was
'S cm on lst October. It c:,/uich\kj melted. Tust as
this newsletter was going off fo N
the S5- dicil"u\ Prir\’rev‘ alt the end |
of QOclober the sky surprised us
bkj Snow’\r\cj O\%O\'\Y\‘ wh'\’ve_nin%
the l(:\r\c)\SCU\Pe_)Ql'l’th\ah less
’H’\ar\ I ¢ C)\QEP an d SQhQ W
an houyr, This brou?)lr\'f the
Total number of days with#
SNo LY ’fO\“'\r\g for all of 2025
To 5, well below the average for
our 38 - year record (IS per year).

Ho«\c%or\ ckou_js
Lets cje‘t all this in to persPec:H\re ﬂnough. The

Wweather (s not o(b\soss (Ni\O\, its often so benig\r\
and beautiful that the Hinewai loq booR is MoV ed
1o rthSQd\\j) e q. 25 Mo\\j 2025 ” Beautiful
sunny doay, virtaally still, lightly dewy;clear; sharp
sea horizon. Fogq encroached upvalley from the

" Seaq, then retreated back downvelley without l'\owir\g
risen to house lt',\/e\, and without Qbscur'\ng the




Possum -free

The heroces of Pest Free Ranks Peninsula are
Within o whisker of eliminating the furry Ozzies
from Hinewai and the rest of the Wild Side — an
impressive achievement. ARRaroca town itself (s de-
clared to be close to Possum-ﬁree.. Humans there

Thank The Sun god
you.,g”here/.ﬂg-?e infested

with papyrus wasps!

are urged to report any
Sign or s(q\r\ﬁr\cisi for an
immediate response. (n
Sep’rember, fromtman Ollie
detailed follow-up oper-
ations across Hinewai.
The Tcd(uj was 3 — "not .
Zero ' said Ollle "but close.

ls data a starter 7

Ancient exterminators

[ Are data a starter?-£d]
[ How obout "Are datas
starters 7" - HUS\"“]- L Sigh
— Ed.|]. Pest TFree R.P.
asRed if our (Or\ﬂ-"'efm
bird monitoring m'\s(r\’f
reveal aviavn increases



'FoHowing possum elimination. Nearly four 5
decades of documentation do indeed back up
our subjective impressions of burgecr\ir\q o iro -
[ife. Theres no doub'f, for examp\el that ngiru-
ngiru/‘tomﬁ‘(s have irncreased from uncommon
To abundant. We put it down mostly to the
steadily im‘:v’b\/ir\g habifal as we removed or re-
duced much alien mammalian broms'\r\a‘ But could
our records back up,with hard data, significant
benefits from the recent grun*igr pusc\n ngir\s‘l‘
the pessums ?

Max has a University-trained mMmathematical
sort of brair\, and Ashs current University .
studies include a d(sc’\pline called “"data or\q\\jSiS\.
[ He reckoned this was his most challenging
subject but he underestimated himself comp((’,’f-
ing the course with o B+ - Ed.]. Max and Ash
dile'HSeo\ ouvr data and produced some ﬂraphs
which were interesting hut which fell short of
showing statistically convincing trends. WNe're
planning fo hand over the digitised dala To even
braireyr ana(\jsf:s. Meanwhile when Ashh was work-
Ing one day on Wahanui Trac,kl using loppers
rather than o comlsu‘te.rl he descriked the kird song
as "se loud and sustained that 1t wWos more liRe
being on o pesi=flee island than on easterm

ANY

mMmainland Aotearoca.

The Teqw\

With our efficient wdcjeck teamm of four we
more or less keep up with the most iw\poffo«nf
Mmahi evenr f Lwe never O\C‘t\/\dukﬂ get ahecd. Many
pecple offer volunteer help, and we are clrox’tefu\,
but e have found this To be mostly impractical.
Not 'H\o\'l' e O\(wo\.js Sd\:\ NnNo., PeTer and thabel
of Tai Tapu continue 1o help us once o Week as
'Hr\eaj have done for years now both with the (worR
and ith fransport to the most distant workfaces.
- Mohinis unfailing band of friends swept in aqain
1o Sprir\g-clEQV\ the Visifor Cenitre /Lgdae ohead




6 of the ove

rr\ica\r\’({r\% Sseason.

Paul Newports main home base (s now in
Little Riwver with Triciea but he continues to

ork u\\eehda\ﬂ

s on Hinewai from his Otanerito

base., Ash Le\r\nor\, En%l{sh—bornl Kiwt-partnered

(with Elishea)

y Pecame a fully-fledged Kiwi on

the 20th of May. He can put on a convincing
New Zealand accent [ 1.e. he can speak Normal-
[y if he tries hard - Ed.]. He and JTack Gikbs, of

Onuku Heigh‘rs,

) . - 5 ok
compared ther re_spe.c’rnve. citizen-

S\r\'\\o ceremonies. They were each given o native
Tree To plant, Tack o R&nuhm, Asin o mu’roﬂ", but

’rhe\ﬁ SWoppech.

st

Ashs dad declared his son o

traitor’ kut he oas only joRinca,

R cgeing hip_pie

When Stu Wilson, a famous Mew Zealand
ruglky plavyer, died recently at 70, some Hinewau

Suppor‘vefs M1sS

™M oA L You EAT
NONRYENARIAN NONAGES ?

A 6o .
VEGAN

: R4AT
N

S5th {ifteen, nev
Tor oant of tr

heord on the radio that HU\ler\ W -
son had expired. [ Thanks for your
concern- Ed.]. Hugh s pretty certain
he ts still alive. And as Paul M.

points out, the two are not readily
confused. StUu had scored (9 tries
n his All BlacR career, whereas

Hu%h in his brief loes’(—forcioﬁeh ,
role as CQPTD\(}\ of his High Schools

ev mar\o\caeck to score one L Nnaot

\ﬂ'\hg 'H’\C)U\gh - EO\]

In early Augqust Hugh scored a new hip. His left
hip had been replaced four years agqo so he

now has two bionic substitutes

“ThanrnkR heavens

one thistime' commented Paul
Broady of KapuRa. Twe and o
half months later Hugh s not
only walking and working as be-
fore, he finds o his delight that

he can qqa}r\ s

over Ais BrooRs leather saddle and ——

they did the right

‘Ifyou listen carefully, you can hear his
h T ‘ € attention slipping slowly away’

(}oiﬂg \r\fS rig




bhike off in To the sunset. 7 |

Paul Broodkﬁ of Kapuku

Paul BTDUd%rs association with Hinewai harks
hack 1o the earliest days. Born in Monchester in
remote E\r\cala_no\, he ‘l‘augﬂhf Phkjcolo%% Ldlgo&e>
not human W\\T\dS"Eo\.] in Oz for Many years
hefore crossing the Tasman fo Teach at Canfer-
bur\j U\n\\/ers'\’rg. (n Tune 2000 Paul purchdsed
[6 heclares hetween Long Bay Road and
Hinewai's northern boundary. He called the
land " Kapuka' after the native broadleaf tree
Griselinicd [ifforalis. Tor 25 years KapuRa Bush
has been legally cwned by Paul, locked after by
i kut in effect part of wider Hinewai., The
area was formally Profec’red N perpetuity by o
whole Title Mational Trust covenant (n Qctober
2000. We helped Paul remove planted pines,
eucalypts cnd wo\’(ﬂesl and form a track fromw
Mikimikt Knok through K aPuRq to Tules Knob. In
2019 the North Canterbury branch of Forest and
Bird nominated Paul as o Hinewai Trustee and
(r\e Lwas appoir\'feo\ Hhus at our Zcfﬂf'\ AGMM,

Always generous with time and money, now
growing older still deeply invalved with Hinewai
Paul has mow gifted legal omnership of Kapukq To
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8 the Maurice White Native Forest Trust. We

expec’r to see him working on the \and from
Time to fime but no longer with pressure or
ob\{%oﬁioh. ThanRyou Paul. Nqa mihi nui Ri o
Roe, Ko KaPURa: Ro Roe /

BOO’{W\O\R'\V\ _

Hug‘r\’s hip recuperation Was r\icel\j timed with
work on “Hinewai Reflec,'h'br\s“) the G\Pproachin%
publication of a selection of his drawings In
book form. While Paul M., Max and Ash toiled
AW ay al outside (,oork'(“dce_sl Huﬂh was at his desk
assessing cover clesicins and page lcu.jou'tst correct-
N g page proofs and Comp}lihcﬁ an index .,

We suffered an Unima o ined 3’(i’rsclm e SePTem--
ber. A shadowy hacker somehow accessed the
Pr’e-purchasers' email list on Bruce Hansens com-
puter and tried fishing for financial feedback.
Use of non-Kiwi words such as “"drugstore”
rang olarm bells. But o lot of time | effort andl
angst went into sorting out this mess. Bruce ad-
Vised everyone he could reach to ignore the Take
email. Trustees Tina and Rruce consulted o
computer expert in the c'\f\j To ram “up SEQuri‘hj.

Hw3h hastens to add that the newsletter
ma'\lin% [ist (s not Y\A\V\erqble _‘to such embarass-
ing modern-day nonsense, [t 15 « SOPstch’rec&
shoe box full of hcmol—pr'\h’reo\ address cards |
unaffected by scams v'\ruscsl solar flares or
Dorald TrumP.

Friendly fauna

Many visitors comment on how 7riendly tne
wild birds of Hinew at seew, espe.cio\\\j if fheuj ave
from OVerseas an d meeﬁr\g PTNOkQNCAhG 'Fowx'fod\s
for the first time, E’)lqckbirc)\s/ assisted immiaroxn‘fs
from Brntoun and abundant on the reserve( are
perhaps not immediately thought of as in the same
league. Indeed as you walk the tracks Yyou are
liRely fo hear their staccato alarm calls as ﬂ(‘\exﬂ




flee away frig!r\*ened through the frees. Buf q
every now and Aqatin & blackbird befriends us,
Lk:'auQHLj (bu’f Not q(o\)qgs) A bb\j\ ancdh th\j ot ‘Hf\e._

houses., For many Mmontihs down at Qtdnerito

Homestead Paul and Tricia fostered the frier\o\\\j
overtures of one they called ”Mow\u“' until he was
feeding fearlessly from their hands. This wintevr
and SPrir\g a maole — "Bertie - befriende d Hug\f\)
often joining him on his weofher'aregéi\n rounds.
Movre recer\flq a handsorme male Chqf‘finch-llChow(ié\
-'" seemns confident ‘th\“" H\J\gh (Uur\r\ke the 'FCA\CQT\S)
pese no threat at all 1o health and Sqfe.‘('k_s. And
always there (s Thomas Tomtit calling bossily from
the balus'{rth' sometimes with the more denure
Thomcxsi\r\o\' checkir\cﬁ ouf r\eo\r\\i evéruj human callev

Haerev\J\mi/ Welcome

Ash and Max hosted a Visit from the QETIT
National Trust Board, with re'\“ir'\nq fleld officev
Alice Shanks, Most of Hinewa s leqally safequard-
ed in perpetuity by o DoC-arranged Protected
Private Land covenanT, but some (and additions
have included areas already profected under the
NMational Trust — Mol{imoki/ MarkRs Bush and Kg-
Puka are examptes. We've had a long positive re-
lo&fl'or\ship with QxcePTiDnu\ Fl(ice/ and are Q\reqchj
enjoying contact with her enthusiastic and Rnows-
lEgEQb(ﬁ successor, Joe Potter Butler




IO HV\V\CL from Deu’(SC\r\\ar\o\/ GCrW\qn\ﬂl and Jo-
Ranna from the U S F\/ Novrth Amevrica [_ e
part - Ed.] joined our Tuly bird survey. They are
biolegy students, on Banks Peninsula to monitor

tUT, mentored by tGT project scientist L auras
Molles. Hinewatls birds Puf on o 3oQ¢A show Tor
thewm — Rareareat, tUl and tifitipounamu mat-
erialised in the right ploxce.s, along with ubicluifbus
(:)Tpip'\, Ror'\muko{ nairumairu, riror'\rol p?’quo\wakq
and Rerevu.

Two international conferences m Christchurch
sent freldtrips to the reserve one of them focus-
sed on invasive plants the other on Sustainabil-
lfkj and ClLimate Chow\cae_,

Chyis Le L'\evre{ eldest son of cur ‘Fdrm'\nci
V\eighbeurs Pqu\ and Hanne, mekeck Nis SO th
birﬂmo\ouj btﬂ leading 30 of hisfriends and ‘Fam'\l\j
on a walk through Hinewai from Ofanerito To
ARaroa. Hugh sat down with them on the beech
forest floor and answered guestions. Chris com -
mented "I was only 12 when Hinewai begar\, ond
T watched this Valley fransform from « qolden

blaze of gqovse To qreen bush. \/

1rees are abundant and diverse

~\"7.

POo\ocotrps at Stony Bay_ %, -
MarR Armstrong of Stony Bay =2

showed ws P\r\o‘fos TakRen (n the
early 20th Century | showing the
Valley virtually devoid of frees.
(O\o\—cjrowﬂr\ forest survives in XX 1q
the valley head as you will Rnow ‘y“i
if you have ever treRRed along ‘
Qp&‘fuﬂ Trac.R). There’s lots of
Native bush now throughout the
Stony Bay Valley, but most has
regenerated over the past
one hundred Years or so.
Native hardwood (anﬂiosperm)

/owland Tofara

but the Pco\ocurps

)
— the kig emergent softwood or qymnosperm frees



e

0‘“\\{\ jUS’f hO\\r\cﬂ in there, We Rvnow of or\lg I \
one RahiRatea in the entire valley, &t virile ad-
olescent of undetermined gender. It grows by
Stony Bay Stream on Narbegland! betweer ONt—
Rautahi and Mokimoki. Matat are almost as rare,
In JTune we met the &jounc_j/moﬁa? which Mark had
told us about Years ago, mid-Valley below Redrock.
It s a delightful fwin-trunked adolescent maybke
B30 years old (a matal teenager), also 'o'F, A S
get, uncertain sex. Several more grow n the
Nowhexjs’ precipifous qully between OntRautalnt
anch The Stones. A Young lowland tStara grows
in Mok imoRi Rush beside NMikau Track East. Thin-
harkRedh or mountain tatara is not uncommon N
the Voxkkek.ﬁ head. [n Otanerito \/d(\exj all four of
these POO'\OCCM(PS are, do’w\‘i okqg o\eSPH‘Q the [ th
CehTUij apoco\hjpse.{ but lcwland totara (s bkj fav
the rarest of them all. B, LR VN

b
v
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Your s\(P s barehﬂ showiﬂg_

Several slips sliced a -
cross Waterfalls Track in
2021. Growth s spectacular
on them Nnowy, re%uirin% our
sensitively ruthless efforts
to Reep the way walkakle to
WhaRarmate TFalls. As well
as 3mn tall broom and
gorse young mir\e,be_rr\j 7
MaRkRomako and ngaio frees
are now 4m or more Tall.
[t seemns almost unbelievahle
that they germinated on bare
surfaces of mud and rocks
less than four years ago.

The more recent delugqes
have bared a few more patch- [Eaesras LS
es. After each pews drenchfng Pefer on Waterfalls Track

. where it crosses a 202

e anxiously check the safe- slip. 2 Tuly 2025
Tg—bgrriev‘ed s\umlo-heqo\S




’2 that almeost took cut West Track and East
TrackR. So far both are ho(o\inca.

Thank heavens /

Schemiﬂg is afoot 1o make
Mmuch of Banks Peninsula
a “dark sRy reservef;
so that humans can
continue 1o he awed
by fhe 3(orq of the
niﬂhf sky, and so
that nocturnal wild -
life can thrive in
peaceful darRness, black fantail .
Most of Hinewai q(reqo\gj complies with dark sky
cr'\’(erio\, \/(r'qull\j free of artificial “ﬂhTsa and N\Osf(kj
of Mman-made socunds too the precious silence
only accentuated by the nightly hooting of ruru
and occasional calls of plovers.

P>

Rites of Spring._

The arrival each spring of PTPTmharqurDO\/Shmi“%
cucRoos is a4 wonder. Diminutive denizens of leafy
habﬁa’ts, they Fl\j each year from tropical forests
far to cur northwest across vast tracts of ccean,
Just so they can lay their eqqs in the nests of tiny
riroriro/_arE\j warblers among our Tempercﬁre_ frees,

(.k)c‘l‘k\\f\a r\of 'Fo\\\r\oj_

One Ruqust lunchtime Smash and Axe foragjeol
from Lisburn Track to the U\a of 30m hiﬂ(f\ WhakRamate
Talls. They peered carefully down to the Lookout
IS melres bhelow, a second or so of free fall but
an hours Walk aWay along the tracks,

PT/Oi/Of appears Twice o year. There Is no subk and no 06//’3q‘fl’0n fo
dor\qfe’ but donations are huselﬂ he(PﬂAI and qPPrecIon‘eo{_ Contfributions

of §5 or rmore are tax- deductible, (e wi[(pom‘ @ receipt hut will need
o postal address if we don't already have it.

Account name : Maurice White Native Forest Trust
_BNZ 02 0R%32 0044225 OO0
"Hinewai Re_serve’ 632 Long E,ij RQO\O\, R.D.3 ARaroa 735%83%
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