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End of the golden weather
e World for sure s
(i\/incﬂ ‘H‘\rcuih froubled
’Hmas. but Hinewai had
a 3500\ sommeyv. I T
didn't look too good to
beg'm with. [ Never end '(
a sentence with with
~Ed.]. LUnless you
have nothing else to
end it Niﬂr\—Huﬂhl, (t
didn't look Toe %ODO‘
1o be:iir\ with ana it
didn't end too goodl
either [ Siqh- €d.].
ln the first half of
Decemhber e feared
we were \r\eo«o\inci -
EKQrabl\j in to drough‘\')
and indeed that was
the fate for much of
fhe motu. As we walk-
ed jo work up the
Stones Track n mid-
December e could see v 4
that mahoe RawoRawa [Kar
and ferns were already wilting, Grass was frizzled
on Wahanut Track | sTream flows were dwind(ing)

; "p“%vf

earea /falcon. See page i




2 ond PGtakitaki Pond was olropping,

Two days ld‘fer\ out of the blue came sub -
stantial rain. After that there was No hint of
drought for the rest of the summern The bush
looked lush and lovely, the streams flowed fasT
andl clear, the waterfalls were showing off, and
the hirds Rept singing.

Ahua o te chw\ij_

Benign as the sumer was, the sRies constantly
surprise. At Hinewai weather station, 450m a-
bove sea le\/el’ snow has typically fallen on aver-
age around 6 days each year (2‘( days in
quQ_)_ But 2024 Managed Or\(gj four doszl the
extreme end of oo recent trend.

Wind / BiRing home up Long Bay Roaud one Nov-
ember afterncon, Hugh had 1o walk much of the way
€CO CHAMBER e because o northeast gqale Rept
\Fg throwing him off sideways, Near
T / the fop o pleasanT young Er\glish—-
ié{( Mawv asked f Hugh needed a lift.
No sooner had Dan sfeppeo\ out
of his car than the wind mhipped
of f his hat. He and Hugh eventu-
O\([Lj found it hidl’na in longq grass

a hundrect metres away.

' pAIE Several dowhpours f(ee'“ﬂg(kﬁ
= === raised worry levels, fook out
flocdgates on bour\d\o‘rgj fences and krushed aside
MarR Armstrongs boomerang Banks Track bridges
at Sfor\nj Bay (he now tethers themy ot one end and
sinnply swings them back in to place once each flood
subsides — one has to [earn fo go with the flow, he says).

Then Unexpectedly April ended with a prolonged
drenching Ccl’ua(ur\g the Disastrous De(u%e of Dec-
ember 202, This time it caused ‘F(Ooo\sl SUPS and
road closures on a much wider scale, The town of
Little River went under water and a steep hillside
above the south end of Akaroa hinted that it might let
go as it had threatened to do several decades earlier
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1/ Cont we just dmik.
3 obout something




The entire city of Christchurch was cut off 3
from Hinewai for three days. The citizens coped
'Hr'\es.j cappear to be a resilient (of.

Here we expected the worst. Hinewai rain gouge
recorded 297 mw for the fivve consecutive wet
o\quﬁs) and SRyline an as’rchishir\q 376 mvarvn. The
Comparakle +O\H\A n 2021 Wwas 304 nmam at Hfr\‘ﬁ-
Wal ron gaug e, ancdd Z 83 rmm ot Shﬂ(\'\r\e, Miracu -
locusly this tinmme the reserve suffered minimal da-
Mage . How could two similar rain events produce
such different csutcomes 7 -N\d\jbe the multiple
(andslides of 2021 had “vVaccinated Hinewa
against the next q’rTuck, Tf'\ﬂgerir\q most of the
places that had gqrown unstohkle (n the decades before,
The 2021 event was also ur\usuo\ll hC)UdQVﬁr‘I tn that
ran fell jusT as Co,oiou:(\ﬂ at mid and (ower altitfudes
as on Higher ground, which (s much more accustomed
1o hec\v\j falls., In 2021 this acclimatised high 3r0und
escaped o\O\N\dﬂQ, just as the whole reserve did this April.

Tracks and lanchslide s

Unchecked by the April dousing, Mature continues
To heal the scars of the December 2 02| Deluge.
O\r\hj o [ittle over three years have Pc\sseo\, bout
rampant greenery has mellowed and softenect
the wounded hillsides and the Savaged sftreams.
Rcross some of the most r‘a\/oujed and ‘Hﬁickhﬂ ye —
ﬁe\r\ercﬁir\ﬂ terrain wWe re-routed sections of fracks
ﬂr‘\rouah qo\jqcev\t' easier untouched forest. Where
tracks cross s(ilos at righf otr\cjics( tho ush‘ we have
Nno or;h'on but fo continue cleuring the WNay fhrouah
dense re_c‘;‘rom’r\n! Such as on Waterfalls Track wWhich
crosses the multiple " Moas claw" élip;

thovering streams

lmmec)\io\’rehj after the December '21 _’De(uﬂe e
hod wondered what stream faunoa could possikly
Rave survived such a thrashing, Since then, scient -
Ists have been surveying waterways on Banrks Pen-
nsulas /’Lmi(o\sio\e,“, wsing electric Fishing and




4 SQP\'\iST(cm‘feo\ DMNMA Jamp‘inq}. Happihj, the
overall picture s now Ioohfna pos(ﬁve. Stony Bay
Sfream wWas found to be the richest so far for
Nnative fish with ten species recorded ~ four
bullies, three galaxiids | two Tunq/eels) an d
toarrentfish. Aguatic invertebrates were hif
hard by the 2021 disaster, but the scientists
concluded that both the fislh and the insects
are recouping. Chemical testing detected «
weak Sicjv'\u‘ for hqnakar\a/{ampre% . indicating
presence but perhaps not in (aro_‘e numbers. The
team thought that Ranakana might bhe more common
further downstream than they sampled. The contin-
Ling presence of exotic brown trout (s yet to be

confirmed. g any s i
- . nn

kar\o‘kaha/lolmpre\j Geoz‘r:'a Q(ASZ‘FJ/,.S

Marvellous MoRimoRi

TaRing in Mokimoki (at Stony Bay) and "Mundy-
lq__ ( 1 T meant Nnot only O\dding |
' Ee L nore hectares of regener-
ating land to the reserve,
but also enriching our
checklists of profecﬁred
flora and fauna, Mok -
moki in particular hosts
several p(qn‘(‘s that are
rnot RnNnownrm otherwise on

Hinewal and are very
rare or obsent else -
where on the Peninsula,
The name mokRimokRi
itself refers to one
such p(c\r\f} its a
climbing fern related
' to the common RIS wsoco-

TR e ko S

ar ./ arina gutumnalis - oo or hounds Tor\guﬁ



fern. HMQ\W\g Nnative flowering Plo\n’rs Rnowmn

from Nnowhere else on Hinewai other than
Mokimoki (s the love,l\j Easter orchio\/rGUPtkO\/
Which fills the bush with its sweet scent When
it flowers (n auturmn on ore secret rock
C:u‘fcrop Nneay ™NTkRau Falls.

Just add a little salt
Of course the coastal extensions at Moki-
Moki oand "Mund\xﬂ\uno&“ add,to Hinewai, flora
and faurna thaot Occupy Oh\\j the salty CO\gCS
of the sea. Finding an inhabited burrow at the
southeast end of Mokimoki [n the early summer
let Uus write down “white-flippered blue penguin’
( Rorora) on cur Hinewai checklist of confirm-
ed bird sightings. It5 stretching things « bit,
but cur checklist Nnow modestly mentions Torea
(p(ed and blaclk c)gjs‘fercqfc\ﬁers)) Raruhirulht
(pied shags), PareRareka (sPc’r‘reo\ shags),
tara ( white- fronted terns), taranui (Caspian
'l'err_\s), and poaka (pied stilts ~ Tina and Penny
of Otanerito Beach House Phc‘roarophed three
Near the mouth of Narbe\j Stream n late MNMov-
€mber>, Mot to koast [ not much - Eo’(.l, but
just to hint at Hinewai’'s avian diversity, the
bird checklist now re%'\s’fers 25 native species
and [ 3 naturalised exotics — leUVfV\?) out the
bizarre golden p"\easaﬁf fiasco
of 2012 (see_ Pipipi 37)( also
Doug and Fiona’s meandering
Muscovy o\u\cks' and the prob-
akle but not fully confirmedl
sighﬂng of an oriental cuckoo
by Viola and Norman 1n 2011,

Just in assinﬂ_
Black-backed OJUHS/
Raroro were already on
our hird checklists. Common
a(or\g owur COCASTS( ‘fhELj are.




& also quite at home inland. Alerted to their
wild calls Raroro Rarorororo we often look up fromn
oLy eartihh koun o lakbours 1o see them
Crutsing nomMm - :
’H'\rQijh (3q(e_
How we wish
thot / Fit

Chu\O\r\‘H\ﬂ overhEQd)
and calm alikRe,
we could F(\j [iRe
but wingless walk-
evs Would Take a good two
and o half hours 1o cover the
di(stance frem the ARaroca shore-line 16 Otanerdo
Beach. Karoro probakly do it (n ten minutes, Only
once Nave we seen o red-killed qull / tarapunga
Make the crossing. And although two species of
Shoua — l{awaupa/b[mch Shc\g( andl Rowoo\u[oahu/
[ittle Shac__‘ —~— visit our freshwater pcno\s an ol
Stream s from time to time the rmruch Mmore coas tal
Pied Skdcj/{{arulﬁ'\ruV\{ (Roanul I’LGOM) has sur-
(oriseo\ ws inxj once (O\j ((kj'ur\q so fav u}o\/dl\e\j)
and the ocean-(oving spotted shag /Parequekq‘ nevev

A bit more stick

Nhen 21 scientists pulmlisheol a pro\lisior\u\
Checklist of Ilnsects and othev Hrﬂnro‘aods of
Hinewai Reserve (n 999, H\euj documente d
IIS Species, indqdincjlfor example more than 150
heetles and over GO Fu‘mjus ﬂna’rs, But the
charismatic stick (nsects (Phasm(ds) Scored only
oane brief mention : 7 One species on muehlenbeckia
and Ranuka Now vae Rnow that at least Four
species live here. The one we mostly see (s the
smosth stick insect, C//7archus /:oo/aer/'{ wmhich
comes 1n twuo cq(ours‘ reerm ovr brown, Last Noy-
ember Ash Pl’\o’fociraphed o Aifferent -leokina
p\ﬁc&smid on KererlG Track and me‘eo\ 1 ts iW\O\aQ
on I-Na‘fUro((ST. An ider\‘t‘i'Fl'CO\‘(‘iOV\ Cavyvme !QO\C’{
almost at once from expevt Thomoxs( n Auckland.
t was Niveaphasma annulatum. apparently the
only one out of the [6 NMew Zealand species to
[ive akove the free-line but found at (ower alt-
itfudes Too. (t5 Rhnown to be commen on the quao



Peh\r\su(ml but Ashs plr\o’fbcjrolak m(cﬂhf b e 7
the Tirst record for RBanks Perninsula. Hnewal
has offered us on(\j a few encounters with the

Magnificent and iV\QP'HLj named Arqosarchus forricdlus.

4
7

V4

Clitarchus Aocokeri
I fgemolesoo l ﬁrjosarchus /70rrio/us

green and fawn forms female

Males of all these three species are smaller and much
more slender The fourth species (not i”u:h‘q’(ed) is 7ectarchus salebrosus,



8 A Macs Murderer at Large

In deciding how 1o deal with 20 hecfares of
Macrocarpas on the ” IV\uno\\j\qr\d“ O\o{o\iﬁon( we
had a good example to follow., To ocur west our
friends and Co—cor\spiro\‘(‘ors Bob and Carol had
decumented their own Tfahsmoﬂriﬂ'c-aﬁov“ of an
extensive plantation above Little River. Dead, stan-
ding exotic frees ma ([coR sad and ugly for o
while bat 'Hne\j furnish Slﬂe_lfer, dappled SUn((glﬁT
and a bounty of bird Perc\r\es. These fostevr a bur-
geoning native understorey and eventually Native
forest mh‘hou‘t, we hope, dishoencuring all the effort
that the previous landholders put in Towards the ev-
(-Er\‘fua\, but now abow\clor\t’_dl t+imber harvest.

Paul hos taken on this huge Projec’l'l drilling the
tranks of the S50-year old cypresses and carefully
injecflncj herbicide. He made o start in November,
cQGSPotTChinci 58 trees on his first day. By the end
of April the tally topped 400, "How long do you
reckon it will all Take 7" he was asked. "How (Dﬂ%
(s a piece of s‘frincl?“ he re{o[ieo&. [50 Hug\(\ still
doesn't Rnows — Edl.). Some special funding (s cover-
ir\3 the costs of this mission for five Years, aftev
Which we toill suss out how much sfrina remmains.

Paul Sy s he (s haPP% to shouldeyr this load ctLor\e_/
Working away at his on pace and STTO\TeaiCS(CG\(("
ir\ﬂ on extra hands only ~mhenn meeded. Somehouy
"\f, still ‘F(r\ds ‘Hme, an ch CY\enagj for qu\j Q'H(\Er TOS‘QS
such as brushcuﬂ'ing ’rruchs{ fixing “Fev\ce_sl meeo\'\nci
bouno\driesl rou‘f{ng siav\s, clearing mnindfalls and
huilding bridges.

Some Hr\ir\gs Chdhcﬁf___

Hu%h had aimed to be fluent in Te Reo Maor:
by the time he turned 8@/ but alas he never
made it, [ He made B8O, kut not Huer\cxﬁwjus’r to
c—(orif\j——Eo{.—&. He has 3iver\ Ihimnse\E a S-year ext-

ension. Hes also cansidering an electric biRe, L:\e‘f

- another reluctant concession to advanced old age.

Paul and Tricia have moved house to Little




River. This (s not so b(% =) char\o‘se as might q
appear. Paul (s still based at Hhe reserve’s
E)Tonnerifo Home stead du«rir\ﬂ the Working week,
W\eu_\ have ctmned oo house in Little Rivey for Several
Ljecw’sl and when their lor\ol—'('erm Ternant depurfed,
Tricta thought it Wwould be a hetter base for her
art-centred livelihood. Little River town flooded
i~ the PtPril sTOTml‘ Mmuddy water drownedh thevr gqov -
den but Spared theivr home.

Smash and Axe [ Ash and Max -—Ed.] have
draduated to full-time Hinewai sfchF, working
'H'\rcuﬂh‘ winter as well as summer, Meanwhile

Ash and Elishea have moved their ctorn home base
from northern Chyistchurch 1o Diamond Harbour)
considerably closer to Hinewat. The inconsiderate
T(minci of the Hpril cle_(uuie, and the resu({‘\'ncﬂ roadh
closures could not have keen Wworse for the move.
Ash and Max [ Smash and Axe ~ Ed.] have taken
over the reserve emails ( Tricia filled this role for
ljecws), lf Yyou want to communicate with Hugh
Theugh, it (s still more efficient to phone him directly
on O3 304 %SOl any evening hetween akout
730 ond 9'30. Therein lies another story.

Stoying_in the loop .,

Hinewais Te\ephone lancline s’
Wwere summarily akolished at the
end of March. ”Coppev‘ landline

Conmectiorns"” the Compon\j chorused
/Y

are being superseded Nationwide
by new ‘technologuj‘\. F\cw‘uol(\ﬁ oWy
phones had Nnothing fo do with
copper lines ; They were vadio links
called "Coun’rr\j sets” which had
given us reasonably good kasic
Plf\one. service for years and which
ho doukt could have gone on doing
so for the foreseecakle future, We
remain out of cek\,olf\or\c range

L thank heavens ——-Huﬂ"\_}. ot




,O Minimal help from the phone company we
Nhad to scramble for an alternative SLjsTem.
One option was to connect with Elon Musk5
starlink Scn‘(elli’(es‘ but Huah claimed he would
rather be dead. Instead, a semi-refired phone
engineer helpeo\ us fap in to « mMmogical WL FI
Sic‘jr\u\ from the top of a nearby peak. For Some

A —t reasoen the new drrahcﬂcme,r\"’ scrambles
g;é 8T Hua\r\/s af‘fempfs at ‘(‘E(ePhor\e banking
openreach - Pfolo(ew\ for a rural Luddite living

i '&gg@% five hours hikRe ride away from the
?{g Nearest Survivin% bank hranch.

ScariesT of all the new phoae. started
Sending mysterious robotic messages,
mwolmemm;;;;;z* (t took some time for NHughs a9 eing

C 'tb - -

pmaator | brain to realise that “You have twe

Mminutes left” was not e« homicidal

}Hr\reoxtr but a reminder about Som e never—exp(ained\
call- c(r\qro_xincﬁ choncie,s.

POSSUW\S‘ deer, predators and sheep
The Neroces of Pest-free BR.P have Perfav’meol

such o thorouglhh blitz across the Perminns ulas Wild-
side that we have not seen « furr\j hrush-tailed
Ozzie for yonks. Indeed when Ash and Max

found a fresh pOsSsum pPoo on \/al\e\j Track atthe

end of February it became a news item, [+ also
Mmeant there wwere survivors, but Nno-one had doubkt-
ed that. Noos PFBP s rv\oun‘ﬁr\a movre follow-wp
Mmahi within and arcund the reserve. |15 perhaps
not a coincidence that the summer surveys sug-
gest an enhanced akundance of birds and o lack
of possum browse on Rey plant Species _s_uch s
Tree fuchsia, FiVeFinaer( mistletoe and Tot.

Deer are much fclf“caer tHhan possums, but extra-
ordinarily cryptic and elusive. In mid-April
“"Czech Pete reported on the cieer—sctuqo\fs efforts.
Thnere were Nno more death notices, but the frackers

- had gqathered ctu'n“e a lot of information aboul their

q,uqrrles/ movements., Two 5'1":135 appear to have




Wandered from Goose Green in Purple PeakR ] '
CUur’rLj Reserve over the crater rim in 1o the
Stony Bay Valley, joihir\rj up with hinds (n
Mamaku Gully. There may be six to eight deer
‘urf{ing‘ iu\nch'\r\cﬂ and lusting (n that wild TO\\/('V\C)
baut Cuvrcnﬂxﬁ thevre seemms 1o be no siﬂr\ of any else-
where on Hinewai ov Purple PeaR Curry Reserve.
Meanwhile, despite further fence repairs and
neighbourly sheep musters we still have a few
wily Wandering woolly ones within fhe vreserve.
A track walker left comments jn the Tara Track
Sheltfer after noticing up to fen poﬁches of feath-
ers along épafu‘ﬂ Track, He concluded they
were mustelid or wildcat Rills. He sugqqested
that we Nneeded To do more to control mammal-
lan precdlators. But he Nad leapt To a faulty con-
clusion. The feathers (we had seen them ourselVes)
were the remains of predation not by alien cats
or stoats but by our fierce and treasured en-

demic ‘FqlCoV\/ Rarearea.

Brave Le Bons Bay

Not far away from Hinewa: To the hof‘“f\e,c\sT,
L.e Bons Bd\j hDS'fS (o "\U«W\on Commur\i'hﬂ of Perm—
anent residents and lonq-term khach holders. out of
the Disasfrous December
Deluge of 2021 and the
formation of a local TusT

Nad come a rare oppor-
-h,\ni’nj — the possible
community purchase of
40 hectares of hillside,
for remi(o\(r\ﬂ and recreat-
ion  above where Le Bons
Stream widens on to
tidal sand flats and
empties in o the sea.
[~ mid - April nearly .|

200 people gathered g N

there to celebrate success, Otanerilo Bay




|2 There was afiendishly
good lunch, and admirable
sPee.che.s from the Gordown
family who had passed on
Raitiakitanga of the land
to the Le Bons Bay Conserv- [
otion Trust at a fair price
dnd on cjood terms. The
goal Is natural regeneration
of coastal native bush on "H"\Q g e —
Hinewai model ; indeed many [@Hinewsi (Z)Le Sons Sy
Hinewqi-su oor/‘f S 'tr'b_. @L{H(eRwer@'D\GW\ono\
Pl €rs Conlr Harkour 3) Christchurch
uted to this wonderful cut — | City Cloud Farmm
come, The Trust also plans to create o o lRing
and cycling track aleng the tidal margin, following
the old road to the abandeorned harf

CO\\"(&j{\ﬁa on at Cloud Farm

Even nearer af hand than Le Bons and alseo
O\r\.Sl.r'\oA out of Aisaster and decied\ﬁ, beautiful
Cloud Farm has new Raitioki. Locals Lyndon
and Sandy live at Goughs Bay as Farm Managers,
hut they don't infend to farm Cloud T‘"O\rm! rather
to Maonoge it for conservation geals, a challenge
they saq s new for them hut richly relished.

PTPEP{ appears fwice each year.
There (s ne sub and no Qb((g\qﬁcr\ M\SSHﬂo_‘ N action
to o\or\cn‘e[ bhut donotions of awn = )
Size Qf%husehﬁ helpful. We will We need a postal or email
post @ receipt (might take o few address fo thank some gener-
weeks)but need your postal Ous supporters for whom we
address if e dont o'\’EO\é\\j have it have no contoct details -
' ACCOUMT NAME | J.L.( Tohn)Oates Mayx Tenkins

Maurice White Notive ForestTrust | MT D Bottemlew gv g, Chin
ACcounNT NUMBER 2= 6 'L—f'::\ ';i::;‘“k

B,NZ 020832 Q0442 - H”\J (H-P.) Hall
]
IPOST AHinewai Reserve g PG Wolsh _
é 632 Long Bay Road P Mre DS, Williom s
’% R.D. 3 ARaroao 7533 | Eleaner Mayer
|__Aotearcan,/New Zealand! | D.D. and Mrs M. (Nebb
THUGHS PHONE 7 1| v.u.

( best evenings 7'30 — 7‘30) z (;_ ﬁ\ajeltou\j ) \
. 03 3 Q4 85 Ol vn— e N and N.T. Ho”lf\ .

L-B. Rishworth




