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~ |suffered an awful
ot of wind lately
T the a’rmospheric
I Rind - Ed.]. Weath-
ler i1s chootic and
p Complex of course;
its hard to decide
: b\\ho‘t’s normal and
| whats extreme.
5 R | We do Rnows that
Ti RouRa | a NW ust, Mmeas-
Cabbage tfree Ured at 204 kms/
Cordg/me australis hr above Le Bons

record for Barmks Peninsula. Our ocwwn Weather
booR notes at least 12 days in the poast S I
Mmonths when NW and SW winds were “"severe
gale.” Such winds thrash and break Vegefation,
Thump and shake \r\ouses‘ cut power close roads
and klock fracks.

Most Kiwis Rnow that in Maori mythelogy
Tawhirimatea 1s the atua ©of WiNnd ard storm.
Lana ago, Ranginui the SRy Tather and Papo -
tuanukRu the Earth MO'H/’\CV) lqgj pressed ’Vmaeﬂn—

ev In close ermabrace. Ther Maony Sons Were frap-
ped (n darRness betwicen their Parcr\‘(‘s’ bodies,



2 Exfreme\xj Uh\r\appgﬂ aboeut Hr\{s,' 'H'\Ekﬁ p‘bf’feo\
their escope. One by one they tried to push them
opart — first Ror\aoma‘fé\ne ( atua of RGmara
and o\griculfure)) then HaumiatikRetike ((milol
fosds), Tangaroa ( seas), TGmatauenga (men
and UQO\r) e 'Hf\e% all failed. It Wwas T anemahuta
(o'fug of forest) who (cnj on his bkack, pushe d
Upwards with his powerful legs, and forced
his parents asunder, ignoring their [amentations.
Nouw thtﬂi (ij far obovel aond Popq far below
hivn. Revealed at last twere the mnumerous men
[ wemen were not yet invented ; thats anather
story - Ed,]) conceived hetween the primal parents.

TAawhiri was huﬂe\\-j angere ok oy his brothers’
cruel hehaviour. He flew off to joirm Ro\ncai. Tor-
ever after he has been attacking Tanes forests,
Toncjo\roa's Seas, Ronc:\c’s 'FGVN\S‘ and TG s
People.(TQ alone wWas bnafraid and foughtT
loqc_h.)’ra wwhiri still taunts and torments us. One
Wonders nouw if he (s so furious ochout cur sun
obuse of Popu and\ Rong)i and thewr beautiful
tTaico which sustains us, that he (s stepping up
Nis attacks to teach uUs some |lessons.

Hinewai has suffered a kit from all this. After
each severe cﬁo(e We check for and then remove
Shattered lirmmks and, oftfenn encugh, whole trees,
TG has not beern vauch help( bUS\j as he (s with
distant wers but TGne without fuss just gets
on with mellowing each mess covering tHh e

all poith freshh %rbw’r(ﬁ-

No shorfoge of Wwatevr

Twice in Tuly Tawhirt doused Hinewar nith
drenchings akoul as copicus os the 2021 Dis-
astreus Deluqe, At Hinewai weather stotion
the 2021 event tallied up 304 rvarn N 4 doyus,
mostly concentrated in 1o 24 f((%h’fev\'\ng hours,
Early n Tuly 2023 « further 4 -day tally
Lwas 312 mvmm rather more Q\/er\\\ﬂ sSpreacdch.
Ten Jdays later ancthev 4 days totalledh 272 nam.




Both fimmes we feared the worst, but then
Marvelled that there was almost Nno additional
dO\W\dge to lO\r\dl streams, brid\o_\cs or tracks.
TU(\j 2023 ended “up as flhe second ettest
r\ncnﬂn ( Q>3°7'7 mrvx) we have vecovaded SO ‘Fow‘
(37 Yeavrs), heaten anly hy July 2022 (QQE
3 at Hinewai roin Jovge and o prodigicus

7@7'5W\W\ O\f Shkﬁ(\\f\e ./>.

No dearth of trees
Tawhiri’s wind and
Fain To‘Pp\ed the hand-

some T387 near the
Wahanui Info. Board
that greets most visitors
To Hinewai. Rliready on
a |eotn, its saturated
roots failed To supporft
The weight of its wind-
Nhippeo\, rain-soakRed top-
Rnot, Shertly afterwards, "
at Wahanrui Ga‘fe, neigh—
bouring farmer Marie
Was askRing Hugh how
he was faring through | T
the wild weather, “Alas, X
Marie * Hugh answered, “T've lost one of My trees,
Marie first looked qsfonished( then burst out N
[aughing. " But Hugh you have 7rr7//fions of trees.
As it hoppeneol, the ’ropp\eo\ ta7 Was not lost.
Over the following months it continued its hond -
some existence from a reclining but gradually
Sfra'\ah*ehir\g stance.
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Was there a winter ?

Late Tune is midwinter, but what little snow we
Could see on the mountains to cur west was
melting away. The deepest snowfall of the year
for Us Wwas on the O th of August when it lay
1 con deep at the Visifor Centre and up to O cmn




4 olee,P higher up. Away fo the west the mountains
at last looked snowy White anad (neqrer) con -
Spicusus snow banks wWere persisting oan Te
Ahu Patiki, the Peninsulas nighest ground. Then,
Su\rprise./ Late October, well in to 3pring, brou?‘hf
another polar blasT. It Wwas kriefer and milder
than last Octobkers frigid change when soff
spring growth was frizzled. This year the | cm
”Snowpoc_k“ Was mostly melted by afterncon,
and there Was olmost No discernikle damage to
plcnr\TS,

Will theve be an El NiRo erU3hT? |

To-and-fro reversals in relative sea surface
temperatures,west to east across the Pacific,
drive alternating Wweather scenarios Rnown as
La MiRa and El MiRo, NMIWA (cur National
Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research )
predicts that a 3-year La Mira (s giving Way
at last to o developing El MNino. For us n the
east of Aotearoca, that Usually means a dry hot
Windy summer with he'\g\n‘\‘ened risk of wildfire.
The worst droughts of cur 37 years weve El Nino
driven especially 1933, |T9% and 2016. Mo-one
Seemns guite sure what an El NiKo surmmer will
be |ikRe when influenced b incre_asincj akobal
Warmth. So far (this (s early Novemlber) Nnicely
timed dollops of moisture are Reeping vegetation
lush and lovely, and dampening drought fears.

There are moments that run counter 1o tales of
drought, deluge and disaster. Heres one plucked
from the logbook entry for Sth July - "1t was avery
. | heautiful eo\rlxj mc)rr‘\(r\ﬂ with o
/LAJGV\iY\g)buT still almost fu(\)brig\ﬁf
Supermoon westering high abkove
PUrple Peak Saddle in a cloudless
i skRy  virtually still with a patchy
T white frost, and bellbirds in full—
throate o ch\akt The WNorld i s S'h” A
& (uondrous\\_j beautiful place,

"I can't make it in to-work today — .
something s come up”




What crisis ? | 5
In late Tuly the United Mations issued
another statewment about the imminent peril
to ecosystems and human life posed by hu-
Man-induced global wWwarming, calling for im-
Mediate Urgen‘l’ action. A neutral obse_rver( say
an alien from another planef, might expect this
hews item to ke followed by reports on dram-
atic moves towards glebal human CO—opero\Hon
Setting the World on a united “war-footing to
Tackle such o clear-cut existential threat. NMo.
STraiahT after the U.MN. reporf, items followed

aksut the price of oil, business economies,
sport, brutal Wars in EUTQPC{ Africa and the Mud-
dle ECAST/ e,Tc., as if life Jus’(‘ bumbles on as usual

With ne hint that we are %qﬁr\g baockwards from
the brink of an abyss.

/

Resilience

In the middle of severe gqales one wonders
Aot any plant can remain unbroRen. But Nat-
Ure continues To reassure. All over Hinewai ot
present (early Novembker), big ‘oudd{ng and un-
'Fblcki\r\cj flowerheads are bursting forth from the
palm-liRe tops of Ti REDU\F(Q( the ch'sfinc’r(\/e,\\ﬂ News
Zealand "Co\bbacje. trees” (S?e front page). These
inflorescences look perilously vulnerakle fo wild
weather. But they don't fight Tawhiris fury,
they simply move and flex with the flow. Among
hundreds of these seemingly fragile floral erup-
tions near the Visitor Centre we have noticed
only one svall tTorm-off fragmen‘l‘( despife WwNnds
that felled trees, tfore of f roofs, and cut power
teo thousands of Canterbury homes.

The Team

Max returned for his third summer at the
start of Sepfember. Ash will be back in QCAV‘\Lj
December, 'ral-zihg a 4 -month break [ \nqro\hj
A breakR (s it 7 - Ed.) from INis work with Te Ara




6 Kakariki. TQ.\T\ir\Cj Huﬂl\ anch Pqu(( they
br(\f\ca the Poid Wworkforce back up to four,
Peter and Annobel continue to assist once «
Wweek at diverse workRfaces.

Pest-free B.P

Elimination of Australian brushtail possums from
Banks Peninsula is the first goal of Pest- free
B.P. In late July workers from H\'g‘ln Coun’rr\d Con-
Tracting Ltd. started filling the laboriocusly laid-out
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Close grid P t n of bqifm;'f'uﬁon

and the south-east edge of Purple Peak Curry Reserve,
Red dots indicate possum Rills mid-—ﬂuﬂusfl halfway
through the inifial klitz. Smallest red dots represent 1

POssum carcass recorded at a bait s‘ru’r(«onl with dots of
ir\creqsir\g size for greater numbers recorded at a site.




bait stations with brodifacoum and ferotox. 7
They stayed for several weeks in our revamped old
Nouse, The task seemed Clr’\czl(er\a_,ing fo say the
least, but they completed the first phase by mid-
F\uc:‘us'i'/ r‘emox'\ning Cheerful To the end. Then all
the trickRy terrain had to be fraversed again, mon-
i’rerir\c_:l and repienishina bait.

Possums Rilled oy feratox (C\jo\nio\e capsules)
Can be counted, K as they drop on the spof. Mumbers
dying from brodifacoum are (ess Rnowabhkle because
the animals can Wwander some distance from the
stations. Rals also eat some bait. But the amount
of pait laid out and the amount remaining on the
Second round provides an estimale, We have ham -
mered these Ozzies for many years but, even so,
hundreds have been accounted for in the pre_se.r\T
pegrom. (5 overly oPTimisﬁc tfo claim zero survi\/ors/
but so far e con say we haven't spotted a possum
Within cur boundaries 5i\r\ce./

___lj___qpﬁkj hordes
Diverse groups of locals and travellers visit the
reserve, Here are a few recent examples, plucked
from~ the L03 Rook -
May : “Bharca preﬁsc\noo\ers visited. A possum had
somehow got in to the Visitor Centre overnight left
a dreadful Mmess and Was discovered hiding in o
cavity above the door. This, and a dead rat in H(\e_
"frap‘ failed to disconcert the little rural humans,
Auqust : “ARarca (03.0.0. [ Women Out Walking-Ed. ],
more thamn 20 of ‘H’\QW\, were QC‘A'HY\B lunech on Top of
MikimiRi Knok In rare windless sunshine. From o
d(sfonce) their conversation had sounded like «
Murmuration of sTc\rlings“[Hu h's words not m{ne,—-Eo\].
October :'A gagqgle of I5-year-old Australian school
Rids dropped in. A few of them had been to New
Z ealand before. One bo\j said he had been here On(\j
once, long aqo, but only To Hokart. His friend quiﬁh\\j
- corrected him, but we all agreed "Tasmania waas,
_((Rel hQ('FNQLj between ARustralia and Aotearca, in




8 Nature If not In o\(s’fomce,\,“

A _bevy_of beetles

A British scientist Wwas once asked by an Ang-
lican clevic what his (H’e-lcr\q sfudaﬂ of Mature had
taught him about the Creator. “She has an inord-
inate fondness for beetles" came the reply. Indeed
there is no other Order of creatures with so many
species — at least 350, 000 of them worldwide,
160 already recorded on Hinewai, Now we have
added two more : the 2-spotted ladykird ( pict-
Ured (a))) and the |3-spofted ladybkird (C)) hoth
Naturalised exotics. At least six other lac\gjbiro\s
had previously heen spo’r’reo\ here, amen them the
native Coccrnella /eonina (b) which has |16 spofts.

@ octual size

( after Miller)

The Woolly Majority_

INnvacdling sheep have been a recurring night -
Mmare ever since the Deluge Disaster of 2021, now
heqr\q Two %QO\VS 0\30, brob\)siv\g where ﬂﬁe_«.j should
never be including on revegefating landslides.
Paul M. has been labouring for days on some re-
Maining bour\o\c&r\j issucsl and fencer Gux_j (s NoLy
Well- advanced with rep(qcihg BOO m of okliterated
and damaged fer\c:i\rxg at OniRautahi.

Buddings and bridges
Paul has buillt a ramp and o\ecking on the new




ablutions faci\i’ttj at Oftanerito and Pairﬂeol q
the g\orincﬂ(gj white exterior a muted green,
We still have no footbridge across NMarbey
Stream to lower Valley Track and Fantail
Falls, [HU3h s Secre’r\&j V\opir\ci for a chance
encounter with an especially civil engineer who
Canr acdvise how wWe can Spoan a gap Twice as wide

as before - Ed.].

Mokimeoki Bush

MarkR Armstrong of Stony Bay offered to con-
vert his little old wWoodshed, just across the
stream from fhe BankRs TrackR Hut \li\\qqel info
an info. booth, } " S A
and to make
this the main
entrance (n To
Mokimoki Bush.
MoRimoRi was
protected and
covenanted b&j
the F\rms‘fror\as
)7 Yyears an

but (s Nnow an

extension of
Hinewai to the
Sea. Another SR
entrance at the coast (s a kit chscure, and at some
distance from the huts. Now both Banks Track
walkers and day walkers can more easily access
the MokRimoki Bush rambles, The new info. booth s
already aadorned with Mmaps. Small versions Gill be
available for explovers fo takRe ith them.

Encounters with birds

Visitors familior with krown cretper/ pT\aip% have
been expressing astonishment and de((ﬂhf ot how
albundant ‘H\Qtﬂ are on Hinepa,

One day (n late N\o\\j( on the shuttle bus to Christ-
churchh Hugh found himself sitting next To a couple




|]O of bird enthusiasts from Denver, U.S.A. On
a tentative recLues’r, the bus drivey agreed fo
Wwait at Barrys Bay while Hugh led the visitors

ocross o the tidal edge Where six royal spoon-
hills were 'Fe.ed(nca.

Oul at Parakakariki Headland early in June
Paul watched a large numwber of white-fronted
*erhs/fqra — around 200 on the rock islets, he
reChDY\edl Plus another GO or 70 1n the aiv,

David Brailsford reported in JTuly that a cock
pheasant was Visiting them in French Tarm Valley
= Then in mid-
~  at the Hevr-
Ring-necked

and becoming increasingly Tame.
October Max met anocther male

itoge Park end of Curry Track,
pheasants, native fo Asia, .
on Ranks Peninsu(a, but

are not rare

NnNor are 'H‘\ekj
Ver\.j cCoOMmon.

Falcon F(Ljpoxsfs
fhouah. Nhen
biRed all :
visit us) “Z

are fre uer\f NO G
Matthias (w(no
from (Moanoka To

MiRimiRi Knob

walk ed up
to see a September “ sunrise o
falcon sped past — e 5o close he felf
the rush of air brush his leg. Little feathery circles
along the fracks Suggest theiwr favourite food s cur-
rently song Hf\rush‘ followed by blackkird and chaffinch.

Harrier hawhs/ Ralhu are Performir\cj their marvel-
lous Spring slf{\j d\qnces[ agrig\kj c_ourh'r\sbwiﬂ'\ acro -
batic flings and fleunces, and sharp wild calls.

Huﬂb\ and a Vvisifor watched tmwo male pQ‘(‘qhifoh}
in flerce wing-to-wing combaf, F(u’c’(er\ina long qross
near Hugh's house. A female waited demurely near-
by. We don't RNow who twon — both suiters flound -
ered out of siahT‘ still locRed (n battle with much
flapping of wings, The female [ost interest and flew
a(;\)ogj.

Personal column

Ed. found some imfrioluing entries in the Hine-
Wai Log RBook. Listen to this - 23/2/23 ”HU3lm had



a nice close encounter wWith o love\\ﬁ [ ttle H
female on Wahanui Track” And again: On
West Track tTwo moles rushed Past Hugh, one
chasing the other.™ [ The mind boggles -~ Ed.7.
[ T was referring to tomtits - Hugh.7}.

Nominative defterminism

SUrpr\'sir\g\\ﬂ OFfer\l a persons Name See.w.\s To
determine theiwr calling. For example who s
‘Fo\(owiv\cj Lp the possum elimination Cdmpgiﬂr\
around Hinewais perime.‘(‘er? Dave Hunter. And

the organiser of the Ranks Peninsula b\)q(hir\cj
Festival (s called Wanda [ pronsunced O\\andgr‘Ed].

Puip\e Pe ak Curry Reserve

Its amazing how Fu(p\e Peak Curry Reserve came
ﬂnroua\r\ the Decembker 2021 Deluge with no siqg-
Nificant damage. We did have to deal with one
small slump on Curry Trqgk( deciding that a Sm
hoardwalkR wwas khetter thawm CU‘+HnC3 in to RanuRa
on the uphill side., After the Octoker gales Max
cleared several windfalls blockincj Curry Track near
the Herifoae Pork( using onl\j ~is ‘l‘rusf\j Prunincj saw,
At the same ‘Hme"fhgugh,
Paul had to take Nis
chainsaw to five massive
limmkh s across Reech Ter-

voce (rack.

Fine bricj\r\'f cjo(o\

One e,our\\d Sep‘tember
day when the Team were
Norhinﬂ their Way don
Qpsatoti Track in the
S‘to\r\xj BO\j \/q((ekj) ‘l‘\r\e\j
Were Treated to o wonder-
ful outdoor concert b\ﬂ A
local hand  the Chir\f\]r\g

Although it lasted only 2 million years, the Awkward Age Kortma Ro t P erformin 9
was considered a hazardous time for most species. aga inst an extensive




,2 bacho\roP of RSwhai frees Inrichly golden
Flower. October gales, however, stripped parts
of the landscape of thewr golden blossom not
from RSwwhai hut from qorse. Where gorse scrub
faced the full fronfal force of Tawhiri's fury,
quite extensive areas turned from gold fo brocn,
especially noticeakle on the exposed flanks of
PariRura and Te Piki o Te RkRe. Mot for lonol 3
though, e expect. Gorse is « Tough cookie

On the rocks

, LaTe-Sﬁpfember saw a 25m Fishlr\cj booﬁ, the
Austro CO\V’“’“\O\\( grounded on rocks at Shell Bay,
just north of Hinewai. On board wWere [0, 000
litres of diesel fuel, 400 [itres of hydraulic oil,
and a hold full of fish. The crew scarpered. Wild
Weather, and a seemingly total lack of New Zea-
[and resources to deal With such calamities,
me ant that a week later the ship broke N
half. The diesel oxlo‘ooren’rluﬂ escaped ; it was churn-
ed vp N the rough seas and evaporated.The fate
of the oil and the coastal ecology remains in limbo |

\/alued but unknown ' FTP"F’\ appears twice each yearv.

e love 1o send thanks| There is ne sub and no ohligation
to donate, but donationsef any

10 e\/enﬁone. N\ﬁo C_on’rrib— ' Size are lr\&mje(\ﬂ he(Pf’u\ and much |

utes o Hinewai in an dppresistesh., Gre will post a recsiph
) but neecd your Posfa( address (€

Way, but we have Nno | ke dont already have it
postal address or other | INAME

contact details for these] ADDRESS |
herces « J.E.Croucher, Z. | & : - S— g |
J.M. Dorner, T.D.(Toack ) | Direct credit BNZ o
Fifield A.P.(Ally) Hall, | |02 0832 004422500 |
EL. Heye// V.R. H. TaenecRe | |POST #inewai Reserve g |

632 Long Bo\j Road
R.D.3 ARaroa 7533

Lil Tohns?‘or\c/ Mirjana Lat-|
[novic/ Arch M<Arthur, | |
( Memory Sarah via Transfer-] | HUGHS PHOMNE
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