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Whatever the weather

‘ On Hinemai[ Weather

s not jUST g TQPEC for

falk when all else fails.

[tTs first and last n near-

ly every conversation.,
Right now, at the end

of’ c\u*umn,e_verujﬁ\incﬂ (s

’OQkiﬂcﬂ especia(lgj {ush
and lovely. Summer pro-
vVided ample rain but no
S(gnif(Cu\m’r further dam -
age. Twice n the pcxs’r
Six nmonths Tawhirimatea
feased Us with drought

edly so when the Tc‘uil end
of Cuﬂc(bne Gobrielle
doused Us tn mid-TFebruary.
Gaobrielle (mwas an ex
Tropicc\( storm that headed

south to Savage an al -

Kofu/{u ngufupapo(

ready sodden northern AEOHOI spoonb // -see /3}6‘«.‘.‘

NMorth [sland . There f
Nas dpocalkjp'ﬁc. Floods and landslides destrogyed
rocads. bric)\cae_sl hemes, K farms and orchords, cuf
power To tens of ‘Hf\ouSotr\o\S, prompfed mMmass evdc-
U\CI\'('iOhS( and Rillecdh eleven. Tfr‘ina‘ She reached s




2 on the evening of the 41, still lively ehouﬂ\r\
To scare us anew wWith persistent heavy rain
and southerly gales not helped by a seismic
shoake on the [G1h., The two days of rain tallied
up 1397 mm ot Skyline rain gauge, which seemed
surely close o damage thresholds hut which gave
“s only a useful soaking.

Tawhivi had net finished Toum'ﬁﬂ% the MNorth
[slanders ‘Hmuuah. They (ere pummel(eo\ get g qin)
and o ain, and again, i~ late 'Fel?ruur\ﬁlﬂpri( an d
eov(nj May , hitherto NISQ'%QO\K events recurrir\a
sevevral Tirmmes 1n a s'w\ﬂle year.

%Ou\r\c_ir\ca back

Our own massive slips from the DisasTrous Del-
Uge of December 202 continue to green over,
N late March, mwhen we were restoring (Naterfalls
Track across five 3iqr\’r ldndsl{o\es/ we Nhad to cut
our Way through riot,‘?}f? \/Qcie,'toftiom well above our
heads, a mix of naturalised and native broom,
inRweed, mahmel Ngaio, Ranukc\/

gorse, Poropo‘rel
Seve,nfinger' (Nineberrp_hfuchsio&l‘Firemeed5, efc.
Remember the polar klast of Spring , mentioned
T FTpiPi S6, mwhen fuchsia frees wyere reduced
O\/e_v‘r\ic_,‘\r\'t from~ vVermal leafiness +o dead-losking
winter skeletons 7 Only thenty days later, even
be‘rore. QC.TQ‘OEV had wven (No\ﬂ.ﬂ teo a Wwarm and
drying (\\ovember[ the bare twigs weve sprou‘f'{\f\g
de{fqr\ﬂ\ﬁ O\qu'\\r\. Socan ‘H(\exj Wevre ‘Fu(\\j leox‘ﬂj and
flowering as if nothing untoward had hoxlopeneo{.

Rec(q\ming fracks

All 20 Rilometres of our Pub\(clkﬂwqccesskb\e
TrackR metworkR are more or less walkable dﬂdir\.
Novrk (n recent WeekRs has revived FTantail Falls
Nature (Walk (cﬂ“ E)T&heri‘(’()) and Waterfalls
Trqch ( To C)Q(r\o(QamaTE Fa\\s>7 both of them YQUTQS
e had ih\ﬁql\ﬂ feared might be lost causes. On
lcwwer Southh Track wee replaced the undeyrmivied
kridge over Slumphole Gully with « longer con -




struction. That still [eaves a /leui crossing 3
Unbridged — Marbey Strearm near Dtarerito
Homestead. How, we wonder, will our bridge -
W\akimg prowess span a gap tice as wide as if

W as ‘QefQTQ? As an interim measure) IT—'J-—,:L-—I—'—;L:rlJ
N \_\4./_ ] \F antail ].:’ L CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAV
s S L Falls /3 B
SO NS ~ ;S ,
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, w0 wiie=d | I oN DOGR KNGB | ||
| % 0 \ I < TURN
\.\c, O\ - / ED CLOCKWE;,
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100 metfres ‘N 6& “ \ % /,._C - ENTER |
/' ( \.\ oV |z ] < ULI B
Ro«zo\brio\%g Nk ‘s /QJ > !
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A W ¢ [C\"DSSH\%& Track Gund . s A A,,ﬁoﬁdlxo_ﬂ,, -
I A\ Ower ( ValleRr== s /A
(e s )’ ] N mhc 3 S'tVV\ - = = e /
o> — Tl Otanerito/ &‘n Major areas of
New N i Homes’reqy R landslide and sfream
/ Stones/ cxrpark NEW . g < bed scouring shown
£ e YA N Tl in gellow
The revamped Fantail Falls circuit =~~~

A new sign at the recreated Céﬂ(rsoo(rh suggests two
OP'“QV\S for reaching (cwer Valley Track on the far
bank: (1) if the water level is (ow, boulder-hop care-
fully across the stream | or (2) walk five minutes
back “up the voad To the roadbkridge. Tantaill Talls
currently TOPP\\.Y\% down o bared rockRface some 12
Mmetres high( is reduced To o« frickle n Pro[or\cﬁea\ vy
Weather

More access tracks noew thread their way across
Hinewai and Purp\e Peak Curry Reserve. They Nave
been herQ.lCO\(\kﬁ cut by the " Pest TFree Banks Pen-
Nnsula feam. Their Ma)or blitz on possums is qlrequj
underway in the southeast corner of the Peninsula's
“Wildside" and will reach us this winter. The routes

i

traverse challenging ferratin and ave uv\sigmpcs‘fed)‘rheir
entry po(rﬁs obscure, They are definitfely not for
3e\neral Publfc s ée.

Tearmwork
Ash Lennon rejoined fthe Hinewar team on 5
December; reboosting the force fo four (qugmen‘feo\




4 Once a Week by Peter and RAnnabel Joyce,
as he‘PFu( and eager as everv.)How old are these
=] lworkers ?” Hugh is round
|| about 78, Peter 1O,
Poul 54, Annabel some-
where (n beJHJQCe\r\l Ash
31! and Max 2 3. Thats
uite « ramge, How long
wauld it take (one
\r\n'\g\rﬂL ask) for the old-
est and \jounqesf to
return (say) from the
Otanerito roadbridge
to the Visitor Centre ?
This was tested scient-
i{ica”\j. STC(T'HY\% at ex -
ctc'H\.j the Same ’rime' Ash
and Max strolled home.
T S 2| Via \/ox\\e\j Trock and Egst
qxomo\. slf\ chr restoring Track / ‘Hﬂekj tock S|

the track to Wairuru Falls. minutes. Hugh bhiked
home up the rood/* he Took O3 minutes. CReo«l(ﬂ?
'—Eo\]. N his defence Hug\r\ ha s susPecTeo{ that
o ‘Hf\e\j [ (,J\o AV e ”+h€kj\\ . Ed] have \Qee\r\ sfeep—
ening and lengthening the roads. Long Bay Road 's
definitely steeper and longer thanm it toas 30 years G(}b

Hundreds of peop e from all over the world have

offered fo join ocur work team in paid or unpaid
positions. This (s fove\kj, but We've found that what
mostly works well for us s a small paid team
aided by O\r\\kj a fews Tneo\ and tested rQSU\UV UhPo“d
el \oers Petevr I's oh&) M viae R R
Marcﬂo\ref Qu\\gke%' cur
”Ci‘hj P\cﬁe\r\f\, another
Tor the newsletter mail -
ouls she organises small

Sq},\adrmns of volunteers.

Let them eot cake /

For several years



now, {O\rge‘ irmmac ulate fruittcakes have been 5
arriving regularly n the rural mailbox, pu+ To -
gethevr and posted by long-time Hinewai hero
Jean. The\j p{eqse_ and power the Pro(e,‘tarlcxf for
days. A chocolate cake from Nneighkbour Sue
appeared on the very same Felbruary d:a\i [Hu?)\«\/s
‘Oirfhc)\a\ﬂ - Eo\] that Ash and Max concocted a
lavish apricot loaf As their departure day ap -
Proached at the end of F]Pri‘l Arnvalbel conjured up
a richly-iced carrof the.( heping perhaps to lure.
them back next summer

To pee or not fo pee — that twas the guesfion.

A small rustic hat near Otanerito Homestead
Nad housed « couple of lcos and showers for dec-
ades, much to the reliet of generations of horse-
trekkers (pre—Hinewa\)( track walkers cabin-
s*a\ﬂers( and the general hot poUD'\. Tne December
2021 Deluge left it a half-standing wreck. Paul
M. with lr\e\lo fromy Asin and N\qx{ disrmantled and
disposed of the revwnains. Insurance mMmeant we could

Constdev a (QP\O\CﬁV\f\QT\T. Bruce Qrgcxr\is‘id a Prc—:-bul”
Subs’ﬁfufel not €)<P€Cf“ﬂg that a simple rural (oo
Wwould throw up so Mmany hQQPs and hurdles. He per-
seve\reo{, ﬂ(\oucj\(\l an d C\/enfUa(l\j Cmid~ﬂpri() <@ 10\%
Truclk delivered the hrand newy ablutions block on to
foundations prepared by local builder ﬂﬂc}\\ﬂ, Plumbk -
ev Matt and Spqr(QLj Todd are Jjoining up a fews
Pipes and Wires and the final fTouch will be o
Famp negotiakle even hy the aged and infirm.

To _hear or not tTo hear — that taas the problem.
We watch and record birds — native, natural-
ised and nomadic — gll the fime, but twice =
Yyear ( Toumuarxj AN A Tulnj) we sysTematically
Watch and ((sten at |2 fixed Poir\’fsl lr\oy;ir\cﬂ th ot
the dofta mi%\n’r reveal si%ﬂiﬁ(‘,ur\f Trends. Moty
Vc&ric\h\es' howmever can hios ﬂf\e_ results — (meather
for exchPlt [ there e go agoin — Ed.'__() periockic
Siﬂgir\cj and silences, the sRi(l oand alertness of




o different observers, etc. For greater con-
Sistency | one person (( Hugh) has been the
regular recorder. Rut this (s the same Huﬂh who
Feckons the hills are qetting steeper. Lately he
also suspected that Hinewai s riflemen oo
diminished or for some reason had fallen silent.
Yeah no" cried neighbour Mark N, echoed by
Mdféahd Flsh., “ The riflemen are flourishing. It5s
NSl b YA g e Your ears that are fail-
ing Y4 appeared to iOe_ SO.
Hugh read [ in the List-
ener’ of all things - Ed ]
. " After the age of 20 we
lose about one hertz pev
@ day of our heqrir\o_k range,
¢ |f the Lpper range when

20, QOO i’\er’fz[ by our
50s we dont hear much
heyond 10,000 herfz.

TT’riﬁPQuV\d\mu/ rifle -
mmen are NMew Zealands
smallest \Oiroks/ Weighing
Ta ot or\(\j -7 CJVO\W'\S
and measuring only 8 cms from a cutely upfurned
[(ttle beak to a Tail so tiny that youthful eyes
are needed 1o confirm its even therve. Recently
N\qu({’ Ash and Max have Joir\ed i~ the Tanuary
surveys, hearing easily the high»pi’rched "tsit
Tsit Tsit of the wee ones. Once alerted, Hugh
sees them Too. '

(ts cheering To Fnows that Titipounamu are
continuing fo thrive on Hinewat, They seem SO
sSmall and vulnerable, and so unliRely To have
coped at all with the perilous and troubled world.

chjcx( erncounters

Once very rare in Aotearca royal 5Poonbi\\s
— R3tuku ﬁﬂuTUPO\pd — have tncreased dramat -
l'CoH\j in the last four or five decades, Mow «



familiar éigh‘f on Banks PEV\iV'\SU\\d‘ up to 7
]2 often roost Together at the head of ARa-
Foa Harbour. This summer for the first time,
One groced us With a royal visit. Down af
Ofanerito Reach Tina and Penny matched
T feeding at the mouth of NMarbey Stream,
along with 3 Caspian Terr\sl 4 black oxjs*cr—
c:on‘che\rsl < Paradise she(ducksl 35 Caonada
geese and the Usual (but lovely) red-hilled
and black-lbacked qulls.

Far from usual anrnd far from home , a Raka
Was seen on several occasions at scattered sites
across the Pen'msu(ct/
although almost cer-
'fc;\'m\\ﬁ Hhe same bird.
In late October 11
Wwas seen near Ote-
O\uhehe’ [ittle more
than o Rilometre
from Hinewais
Southern fringe. Ka-
Ra were abundant
on Ranks Peninsula
until the lafe [300Qs5s,
then an%shed‘ along
with their O(o\—ﬂrowﬂf\
forest homes, as Pgkeha colonists Stapped frees
for Pos‘fUre. In the Scuth (sland they now pevsist
chieﬂ\j mest of the Main J)ivic\e_’ kut the bird booRs
note that they “Wwander occasionally to coastal
Cdv\‘ferbunj anch OTqao,“ Thelr cousins the Rea are
also Rnown to sf(ouj rarely from their mountaim homes.
One mas seen several Times in late summer arcund
the Port Hills. Ex-Hinewai worker Andrew made
some hosfa\cafc walks on the reserve n late MO\rc‘f\' and
fold us he had nof long before watched (n wonder ds o
Rea swooped and called above his Heathcote Valley home,

Rare plants
White mountain orchid CCd/ao(en/a /ya//t'())’rhowjh




8 common elsewhere in Rofearoa, is Vanishinglxﬁ
rare on BankRs Peninsula. We last saw it here on
A\ B couldin't hide from Max though.
He SPQ‘H‘ed A S.l\f\ciie P‘c&r\‘\' o)
Novemberl hio\ing under a Ra-
Nnuka on Purple Peak Track.

[ Was he alerted b“j its hiah—‘
pitched call 7~ Ed].

Velvet fern ((Lastreopsis velu-
7‘/na> Is another Hinewai rarity.
Two robust Po’fches bheside Fan-
tail Falls Track Adisappeared in
o i B el Dec ember 2021 Q‘an with Hne.
Track and the shel’rerir\cj Trees, Ho\PP'\l\j M SRimok
BU\sh, af Stony BO‘B: features several Flourishing
Congregalions of this softly Furry singular fern.

A Wwayward weed
Helichrysum pez‘[o/dre is an atfractive South

African climber, Rlthough long cultivated in New
Zealand gardens for its qreyish white or very pale
qreenish leaves, it was not recorded as wild in
this couniry antil 1991, |n March 2006 Hinewai's
neighbour Farmer John asked aboul a puzziing
patch of strikingly white fg(idge blcw\ke’ﬁhcj A
3orse bush Hugh named it and John zapped if.

" &&;ﬁ:’;%gg In 2014 we zapped the first

sevon &I Patch of cur octkwn near Stony

| Bay SO\c)\c\\e. This summer ancther
| patch, \o\incki\ng\u_\ ohkvious aaqihsf
darR green RanukRa below
A Quarry Bﬁndu,\/(\rfuqll\j waved
and shouted «at HU\SV\ as he (J\)QS\
hiking home : "Come and 5e‘f Mme.
N S5O we did. But it won't ke the
last. Some plants sit meekly
bhehind chrcle\n fernces for dec-
ades before escaping, but
once they taste freedom they




can be hard to restrain, ~ q

Above Quarry Bend, Paul N. confinues To
Zap Wilding pines on challenging KahuRura
Bluff. He alse scught out once again, Success-
fully this fime, the wily wilding above apéfuﬂ
Track first mentioned in PTpip'\ 52.

Baneful browsers

Diverse native insects chomp, browse and
suckR ot Hinewai’s \leqe'torf\'QV\. Some birds TQOI
especially RererG eat a lot of foliage and fruit
and olisperse billlons of seeds. [n the past,
Some much lcurcaer bhirds such AS Mo and
adzebills Would have consumed much P\omf

Mmaterial, These native animals are vital 'oarfs of
Hinewai's ov’ijinq\ ccology. We love them all
evVen the mahoe sTripper moth which has had «
Pdrﬁcu\cw(\j kZ)US\j soummier, (Ne mourn the W\{SS(V“}-

Exotic mammoalidn hrowsers and grazers are
not part of cur desired scenario, however., We
have persisfenﬂg pummclleo\ the possum popul-
afion, and now Pest TFree B.P s aiming for
Pevinsula - wide elimination. The last goat wWas
Seen off Hinewai as fovuj a90 as [T99, Deer,
Cryptic and elusive are the new nightmare. Three
have been shofl and elite assassins are Seo\rching
for others with the he\P of heat-seeking SCoges i
fixed Cameras and firearms., Over the surmamer
several deer have kheen seen both stags and h'mo\sl
both red and fallow, Autumn Produced a hint of
Pig, so far unconfirmed. V =

Straying sheep confinue to qraze Onikautaht, but
Fencer Guys timely karrier at Peacock Stream
seems to have prevented multiple invasions further
Nland up Stony Bay Valley. Now Guy (s close fo
S’fcw’(ir\ca wWork on a new fence to replqce, the 300
Mmetres or so desTTO\jed IO\A the December 2021 d\e,luae,

Tace to face
MasRed and distanced after a December pbrush




10 with covid, Hugh chatted with a young
German woman who had visited Hinewai twice
before, but years ago. She wos wWowed with
Seeing the reduction of gorse and the expansion

of nmative forest cover.
Three scientists from Hawai i visited the re-

serve after affending the 4th [nternational
Congress of Biological Invasions in the cxr-in-
fested Swamp. They were qu’ricu\cr\\j interested
in gorse as a nurse canopy for native regeney -
ation because (new to Hugh) gorse is o mic—
a(TiTudel supposedly infractable weed on the main
iIsland. One of the scientists (Was a rnative Hawa-
iian, ond the conversation Veered off qorse To
comparisons of Hawaitam and Maorti woro\s{ to
Hughs great interest and delight. To top it off, the
Next day brought a Tahitian scientist along | to-
gether with o Maori sPeoxlier of l\\aai Tahu c\escen’r)
and c:Maou'n the Rorero leaPT about from bofdn\j to
(inﬂuisﬂcs. Weather was barely mentioned.
After a visit fo ARarca Primary Schoo(‘ HU9i\
Was sent a charming kook, put together by the
Tamurih}( with their cwn ckruwir\cjs' phofos and
comments. All of these were marvg(lousl but here
are three choice literary selections:
“Birds Poo thousands of times and f can gelf

a bit messy. The Trees grew through the qorse

and then the gorse die\s because the trees

shaded it. So it dies. :

A\

“ He rode his Rike from Auckland to New Zealand.

Mr (Nilson can sing o bell kird sonqg thats
better than a real Rell Rird' [Reullxﬂ?“ Ed:[.

{4




OTepaTa’ru and the fairy flutes | |

Local artist Steve Helps cdonated an impras—
sive arfworR to our Visitor Centre. He depicts
both the ‘qr\dSCGpe about Purple_ PeakR Saddle
(6TEPGTOTu) and the words of an ancient Wai-
ata (song) closely associated with this place.
Tit7 or sooty shearwaters used to breed n bur-
rows here( and mdagical flute music (s said To
l‘\o\ve issued from legehdqrg ‘Fairg folk (pcﬂu—-
paiarehe) dooelh'ng in the upland forest. Tns
thrilled the NMgai Tahu composer of the song.
She called on the birds and the music-makers
1o return. At least one aspect of this story Is
backed up by science. The soils of afepq‘foﬂ‘u
still hold unmistaRabkle marine - sourced nutrients
that can only have come there via centuries of
burrowing seabirds. Steve’s big cliP’rujch IS Now
how’\cjincj on 'H’\e equ wa“ and CQh“f bE. YV\fSSCd(.
Its a nice Nnod To a local legend.

Who ocwns the land 7
“Who octans this jand 7" some walkers ask .

W

”E\ier\jone and Nno-one s
Is our standavd repl ‘A ek
“the land ouvons uPs:,j’ @ @
Nhen Yyou thinkR about H'/
how can transient [ittle
MmonReys like us own
land ? In the Maori
worlad view 7 land (s «
mother who never 0\(65;
land alone endures
(// TO'\fQ he w\r\ev\ua
runs the proverb.). The
Wise American ecologqust
Wrote in 1949 : “ We
abuse land hecause we b i Th o _
r’eao\ro\ it as qcommod(‘fg é”é @m ,
b"—‘o‘“‘a"“i\ ‘to Us. When e J‘Nothmg yeiHowubout you, .ﬁewlhon?'v’
see land as a community

AN Y




IZ To which we be‘ong, we mMmay begin to use
1t with love and respect.®

Under prosaic NMew Zealand law, however,
Hinewai is “ocwned" by our Charitable Trust,
sef up by Maurice White and Colin Averill in
[977. ( Maurice died in 2019, aged almost 76,
and Colin earlier this year (2023) aged 37)
The reserve is protected in perpetuity by legal
covenant, mostly as " Protected Private Land"
orchestrated by the Department of Conservation.
Hinewai alse now embraces small pockets of
lc\ho\ covenanted earlier b\j the QEIL Nd'fl'()f\al
TrusT. Will this name now have To change to the
K.C. TII Mational Trust 7 Thats unlikely. Mon-
archs and peasants flare briefly and g0 out.
The Land RAlone Endures.

Loohir\q_ge_

A strange object appeared in the late after-
Noon skRy one mid-April day. Like a small bright
Mmoon it seemed motionless, hut it migrated from
Near Taraterehu north- eastwards against a very

Pipipi a,op_:qrs twice each year sTrong wind so we thought
There is no sub and no ohligation it must be very h“j\“ Up.

to donate, but donations of an a2t +Nn 1
size are \r\’ugelg helpful and mUCHh Nex"’ mo m‘“‘i e radio

oppreciated. we will postareceipt | €xplained fhat if was o
ut need your postal address if NAsA scientific bd(‘()on)

we don't qlreng have it, .
e r the size of a foothall sta-
o\ium, [aunched from

(Mo\mc\ha’ 325 Rms away

NAME
ADDRESS

Direct credit RNZ |
02 0832 0044225 0O te s WSW.
‘L\_Pﬁgﬁg{:ﬂi ///'newal' Reserve
a. »632 LOr\_o, Bcuj Road
R.D.3 AKAROA 7583
,\? 7
OHUGHS PHOMNE |
— (best evenirgs between
= about 7:30 and 9:30)
@)
O 03 304 350l Rorimako
: bellbird




