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New clothes for bare grouno{

The disastrous Dec-
embey :De_\qu cdes-
cribed in Pipipi 55
disturbed some
readers, but Hinewau
had, of course seen
landslides before.
| The firsT one noted
in the log book was
N Oc‘fober/ 1929,
only Twe years after
& | the reserves dehut,
g il N | A steep, sarubby,

/ brown creeper
— oan abundoant (i(ttle bhird on Hineowai

. ' . VORI
forever chirrupping cvseic) aboof hew slumped n To Hineway
good [ife is onthe reserve’/

rain-soaRed slgpe

Stream downvalley
from Ghost Falls. e EQger\g set up o Pho'\opoin‘l'l but
by Octoker 995 the slip Loas ino\is’rincju'\slr\alo(e_ fronn
the f‘eﬂer\ero\ﬂf\g bush on either side, Mid-Tanuary
2002 set a new daily rainfall record at Hi\r\vewui
Weather sfation ( |4 %5 mwam ). It triggeved telve
SiﬂniFiCQnT slips across the reserve. The most dramatic
one gufted Morth Mgnatu Gully on the northern
Flank of Taquerelnu! Spi“ir\g out across Brocheries
Flat. Conspicbous in the Octaker 2002 'lW\qge fromn

Photopoaint 1 it tuas completely vegetated by Octoker
2004 and s nooo pretty wruch indiscernible from the




2 SUrvounding steep hillsides of reger\erqfincﬂ frees.

Neither this nor other pluvial episades, such ais
tHhe sodden June of 2@(3) Cane om\j(,\\(r\ere, the scale
of the 2021 diSrupﬂont Novr can anyone alive on
Ranks Perinsulo recall qV\\j‘{'h;T\CA remotely simnilar.
But o bit of time travel would scon [ ha ha — Ed.]
show that it (s far from unprecedented. For example,
the huge alluvion descrihed in PTP\'P\' 5(( Nnearly a Rilo-
Mmetre wide and more than o Rilonretre lor\q [ the
’qvxds\io\al nat the newsletter — £d.], chplefe\uxoxHe‘re.cA
the Topsgrdphxé of the upper Qtanerito Valley thousands
of Years ago, Vast c{/uo\v\’f{{‘ies of material have been
eraded off the ARarca Volcano since eruptions ceased
Q(a\r\‘\‘ nmillion Years aqo, "\QIV(Y\S 1ts he(cahf! Nnot ;\UST ky
gradual weathering and streams but also Ur\d\ouh’red(\j
bkj Mmnumerakle Mass- movements.,

Arcund 70 hectares of re enerating forests
Vanished overnight n December 2021, (eaving bare
eavth rock-strecun open ~nater courses and nuge
Tow\cjles of F(a\ﬂecl and broken trees. ” Will Uou rQPlGnT
the 5lips 7% some Visitors asked. " Naturves already
on to it" Wwe answered. Indeed  mithin o maonth the
TwWinned cotyledons of germinating gorse seeds were

O\Ppeo\rir\q O MNany surche,s[ o(ong (NIH!\ <j(O\SS€S)
Sheepls S'Q‘ffe.{( Vetch and clover. ‘F(‘H\d o\a\js after the

i

deluge native bracken
rhizomes were sprouting
new fronds, and Poropero
seedlings were emerging.
Tweoe months from the
Trauma, millions of finy
Winehkerries (eve evevry -
wWhere, Three monthhs on,
EX}oar\o\ir\cj green cover
Was Wisikle from afar.
Another three \N\Qr\'”\S‘ and
tnnunerakle poroporo
bushes were up To a meltre

-tcx(\ SQW\Q V\o\‘{"i\le_ TY'E'_Q.
S(oecies — QSpeciol\\A N\alﬂoe)
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'Se\ler\‘Fin%erl Ravraw and fTuchsia — were Sprouf—-s
PN o Nnot Ohl\j from ﬂro\ﬂme\r\fs but also from freshily
derminafed seed. Tiny seedlings of Ranuka were
COMMOV\. The two most prolific CQ(ov\\'s(r\3 speCi&S

overall were ‘Fox?)\a\/es an d Jorse ( bathh from EWw-

rope), joined by inRWeed (from Central and South

F]W\ericot) at lower altitudes.

Deeply ercded Surfacesl Such as s\iP headwalls,
GVA\d \O\f\cj trenches 3Q\At3€d dowmn the centre of land-
S\ldES) remain {ourcz)e_l\ﬂ IOQFE_{ looki\f\q Pq\e and Naked
from afar, Devastated stream keds are different
qui\f\' with ~Many p(ar\fs‘ Nnative and Y\o\fU\rd\fsed(tsfob~
lishing among kared boulders on finer sediments,
exposed to full \iﬂh’\“ and the open Sk\j stnce }Hhe forest
Canopy had bheen so rudely ripped ATy

Throucj\(\ Winter anh Spr'\\r\cl\ Huo_lh N as er’HV\g
back to donors and inguiries : ~ Despite the disaster,
Hinewai ts looking as lovely as ever, alkeit « bit
battered and SCCAV(Q_O’\. — much like me A L the
battered and Scarred bit — EO\-I.

RQSTO\rir\cﬂ tracks

While Nature busied Herself with the real work of
replanting  She had no truck with cur tracks, bridges
or fences. If We insist on such \V\CQHSQ%uev\"‘{a(
Trivia, we have o do it all curselves. This has Rept
us off the sfreets and out of mischief for Mmonths.
Most of the track nefwork (s now walkakle Again. As
Hugh's muna wsed to say ¢ Tt Moy not be perfect buf
itS @ qood deal hetter than it was. [nitially we
‘Hf‘\QU\%V\T same routes wWwere mrﬁe—o\cf”s‘ but e»cplora\hon
suggested otherwise. By the end of August Ghost
Falls and Shortcut Tracks were revived. Waterfalls

Track caas again he%QT{de(t all the way To Whakamate

Falls. During Octoker Paul Newport WorRed away on
[ower Valley Tr‘qck( while Hugh and Max scouted,
flagqed cleared and benched a new Traverse in to
PTosakawm ok a Stream b\jPO\SS'\v’\cﬁ the W\O\kjhe,\'\f\ i~ 1ts

[Ower reaches and linkimcﬁ up wWith mauch lQY\cScr
stretches of surviving Fantail Falls track than we
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first Suspec’red.

Reh“"‘dihcﬁ bridges
Once the priQrH‘\ﬂ bric}\ge. at Bouno\ow\j Falls Wwas
c,cm\alefe,o\! Paul laundched 1 to rePlo\c{\r\cj Kevrer &

Rridge, spanning Narbey Stream at Woodcutiers
C\eo\riv\cj, The Rey was To concrete Mmid-way piles n
to the river stornes. One Tune day on Valley Track

seventeen unsouspecting Pecﬂasus Trampers came
TYDMpir\cj past and were immediately press—o_\omcﬁe,o\

L they showed no resistance whatsoever ~ Ed.] In to
l"\e{:‘ﬁnca heqv% Tinmmbkers upval\e\j to the construction site.
Later \n Tune a ‘Frier\dlu\‘ WwWhanau from O ormaru offered
To carry decking timber there. Mo press—ganging at all
Was needed. Poul p it the Fihisk’w\g Touches To Kerera
Bridﬂe_ at the start of Tuly. Later that monﬂr\( a s
part of Hhe re-invention of Shorfcut Trock e slung
another [(ttle Vviaduct across Waterfall Gu((\ﬂ Strean~
mlr\}cln lr\ao\ nau%kﬁlxﬁ Cb'\clv’\?se_o\ co\yvse JusT akove the
road. Meanwhile Hu%lm, Peter, Ash and Max had in-
510((€d ‘fwo s»/\r\q(\ spcwxs ACYOSS Rgua\r\ Creek on the
Fe\/avv\\seo\ vroulte To Glhost Talls.

Reformir\g U\)cﬂermo\\,&_s__

Whewn Narbey Stream strayed from the Sfraiﬂ\r\‘"
and Nnarvows last December it obliterated the
Otanerito abklutions block[ the (Meathev Station,
Tricias extensive veqe garden the foothridge | and
lcwer \foxHe\.j Track. [t came within o rats whisker of
Wiping out the homestead. River engineers sussed out
the situation so that Tune saw Des and s big
digger skilfully working away day after day, deflecting
PTwakawaRa Streamwr with o heaped—u‘o bwn L A sort
of enormous bank — Ec\.]. Narbey Streanmr Was also
ordered To hehave itself; 1ts bed wWas deepened and
diverted aay from the road and house, though not
from Hr\e O\QN\O\%Qd and still-at risk U\)Q\rks\r\OP u\os\'reoxm.

RE’\r\qu’rin% roads
Counrcil canfractors Fulfon HOSO\V\ Ltah. rose to




6 wWwhat seemed an imposs}b\e challenge — repaiy-
ing the ravaged rural roads, This evern involved
'few\por‘qr\ﬂ Traffic liahfs on ’Lbf\ﬂ Bay Road — a sighf
we had never imacj'\neok N ouyr Weirdest dreams.
Under Haley Braes lacerated landscape o line -up of
Froad cones reminded occasionol CXyrs and C\jc\\'ers
To avoid the precipifous edge above PTwakawaka
Stream. A late May biRe ride to Qtanerito saos
Hugh streaking [ really ?— Ed.] along newly laid,
Weatered and rollered shingle. Northwards the
relkivth of devastated Goeughs Bay Road seemed almosf
Miraculous, 2 _—__"wr

Sharen Grahqm' of the Mew
Lealand MNative Forest Restoration
Trust, visited in August partly
To suss outl on site a suggestion
Trom the voad COY\TV’QC"O\"S tHhat
Tussock Kno\\, beside “The Cab-
stand” would be the ideal place
for a4 much-needed roadworks
depé\)T, After the W\O\%r\if(cenf
Food repairs we weve reluctant
fo scund chstructive or difficulf,

but (we were not at all Reen on “ I:’:v\'cal\igg to Pr;r;;’r
about the most appsiling
blot on the (ar\o\SCOPe.“

(f\qvir\cj this special place compromised.
Sharen and H\Jujlf‘\ talked t fhf\DUSh
With contractor boss NMathan ot the Knoll. To ocur re-
lief the QEIL MNMational Trust covernont across all of
Purple Peak Cuvrry Reserve firmly safeguards the (and
for conservation purposes — in this case regenerating
Show Tussock across o wonderful viewpoinT. But we
also su%cje_s'tEd alternatives that seemed Jusf as
practical and much [ess tntrusive.




Worrisome weathevr 7

The road to restoration was nof always
Smooth. Weather had not finished with us yef
[ it never will— Ed.l. Mo fewer thawr three more
“ 150 Year rain events”™ in the single month of
July filled the valleys with the deep—ﬂ’\rbdfed
roar of desperate streams trying yet again to
Send surfeits of Wwater to the sea. Ranfall rec-
ords crashed Tu\\j 2022 aft Sl{\jli\ne_ ron qaudge
Totted up 76T e, at the Visitor Centre &G4 mm.
This Time, ‘Hr\ou?)h, in contrast To December( raon
Totals tailed off downvalley in o much more noy-
nMal pdf'i‘iéQR. The Tu\\ﬁ total at Otdverito was 446
M and at ParakRakariki Headland it wwas 245 mm.

Despite this prodigious dampness, additional
ddmugﬁ wWas surprisingly slight. A fresh slip hlocked
Lishurn Track in Waterfall Gully., On East Tracli,
f‘u\rﬂf\ev‘ slu\w\pi\r\g N To the rorthern landslide Car-
reed off half the tfrack width for abkout ten metres,
We PuT up Sicj\r\s and o 50\{%1‘8 barrier, as we Na A
done monrnths 290 al o similar s\uw\P on West Track.
Frenzied qu\oe\ﬂ Stream again slammed 1n To the
Upstream corner of Otawneritos wovkshop but
failed To nflict much more harm. (Waharnu Track
down To the Visitor Centre rec(/uwed\ substantial
repaivs ((and extra water channels) for the third
Time n seven months, Rut all aur brio\cﬂes, old
and Nnew, stayed put,

[T seemed weird that cur wet-weather woes
P\qkﬁed ouT O\%qins‘f o k)oxc,kcz]rouno\ of extremwe
o\\FQu\ca\mT, heat and dwind\iﬂg rivers tn Asia
Rfrica, Europe and North Awerice.

I

RE,CQV\V\QC,‘('EQA

Hu%e Waves, wWwashing mland up (\\O\v\oe\j Stream
N May, again cut phone link s dowg\{q\\e\ﬂ. They
further evoded the inlana edge of Ofanerito
Beach and threw driftnocd almost up to Huka-

b\\hcppg\ Raoclh and the Reach House gate. R
phone compoany contractor Rnotted the frayed cabkle




8 ends +03efher ouﬁcu'r\ N QﬂQ+hQT//T€W\POTOV\ﬁ F(X\.\

_ “Hi, it’s.

RQVO\\W\ \ g . me! Just
R 2400, : OTQY\E ¥ ‘1‘0 : pr«_ztending

Bit by kit the chaos that Nature ot Al
Inflicted on Paul and Tricias home o ovie.

at Otanerito is being remedied.
They created another productive
Jarden frem scratch, closer to the
Nomestead and further fron the
Stream. B new sewage sysfem hos
SUcceeded the one that was totally
arnnihilated. As « chk—u‘o to the P el e
S‘fuﬂ‘eri\ncj supply from Waterfoll Gu\hﬂ Sfream( o
50, 000 litre tank, rain-fed from the workshop
roof now provides what Tricia describes as on -
derful water. Plans are Lunderway for o PUb“C(%
dccessible ablutions blocR near the cabins To re-
place the flogd-smashed facility nearer the stream.

NQ Offer\c_e

Hinewai and Purplc Pe ak Cuvry Reserves /500
hectares are surrounded h\j farmed catfle and
sheep, Their exclusion Is crucial to our regenerq’(im\
Joals. Rlas, the integrity of our loour\okow\_)) defences
Continues To be jeopardised by the years extrense
wWeather events,

Sheep and cattle
Nvaded tn

seveyal P\O\CCS.
'ﬂr\e\o find them -
selves n a
bovine and ovine
kﬂ(l\leﬂ] SPFQO\Q\
withh lOClr\oLU\ ets
of Fivafir\cje\(‘,
mahoe fuchsia,
R awakRawa and

ferns. Paul

AN

Fencer Guy at the ‘k.. T‘uu‘fu; Ne}’\’PQYT ane
Roundary, Stony Ef“d Valley , 7 Tune 2022 Brian Nar IQC\:A




Tackled several breaches at Otanerito and <7
Sleepy Bay Stream. Mark Le Lievre of “Pest-
free Banks Peninsula” secured the Hinewai/
Narbe\j bound\qr\j g STQn\j Bay Valley below
The Stones. Mark Armstrong of STQV‘\\TX Bay
fixed Tences at Redrock and on the valley
floor, The b}ﬂﬂes‘l‘ sinﬂle_ Chql\encﬂe/ Hr\ou?)lﬂ,
remains the l\{o\r‘be\j/ Hinewai border af OniRau-
Tdhi{ wWhere much of the 870 m of Hims\j fﬁ\f\ciﬁﬂ
Was overwhelmed ky landslides, OQur trusty
fencer Gu% Johnstorn walked the whole line with
Paul and Huca(r\{ then detailed the scale and chal-
le\f\ge. of a pro\cﬁCu[ rebuild. As an interim meas -
ure Guy constructed a barrier across Stony Ray
;Tream alt Peacock qukl wWhich pre\/enfed\ stock
MCcursion s upvca((e\d, Furtheyr repairs were Nneeded
after the dumbfounding dQNﬁPOUfE of July, not
Just at Peacock Park but af the Otanerito flood-
qafes across Marbey Stream. Hugh discussed
some OnT Rautal options with the Narbkeys, who
dre Reen to refence strictly along the legal line.

()\)Q\Come bo\cfz %

Ur\cke’revred{ both of |last summers workers
are Comihcs boxcf{ for more. Max started qqo\in
on the [Oth of Ocfober. Ash will return on the
S5th of Decermnboer ofter Complefinq Wintey work
With Te Ara KakariRi and vislﬁ\f\cj Tar-off

fomi\\ﬂ, unseen bul not ercaoJ(’ve\r\ fovr fTour years.

E':V'\C.lf\o\r\‘HT\ci e\r\cou\r\‘ter S

One midwinter dqxj ot Wahanui Gate HUSP\ met
three Reen birders who had Just arrived from the
Orhiﬂf\OlOcﬂ'\CQ\ Conference (n ChristTchurch. Perf&:ﬂkﬁ
Timeo\ e C_CA((.\\(\% fQ\CQV\ 'F(o\she,o\ QVﬁrhe_O\o\ To hO\S-
sle a harrier hawk Nnear MiRimiR: Knob., “Thats o
dreat start /" exclaimed one of the visitors. Hugh
bumped in to the birders agamn hours later. They
were still entlhusing, this time over close encounters

ith Pipipt / krown creepers.




1O In an oulf-of-the Way Ccorney of Sftown ch\ﬁ

Valley, Tess Helps of “ Pest-free B. P met o

Paw of Karearea. They attacked her fiercely.
Most people wWould ke a bit put cut having their
hﬁ(:kds hlf ho&rd at ‘f\\ca\(\ spee& h\ﬁ furious 'FO\‘COY\[S,
hut Tess felt supremely hlessed. “ T sure theyre
breeding there" she said.

Re\se(((no_\ Vaymints :
STra\jing farm stock are bad | ik
EY\Qucj\n, but clusive feral
W\dmmd(sl r\nur\chir\o_‘ V&cﬂefq"ﬁbﬂ
that NMature never (ntended for
H‘\em{ are nightmare material.
Pest-free B.P. Workers cutting

!
access tracks for arm QPProqchmg

onslaught on possums, rats,
Mustelids and Ccﬂ‘s) found
further deer Sign in the Stony DAY 39 OM THE ARK
Bay wilds, Mark and Megan newly Raitioki of 400
hectares in the Kaituna Valley shared horrifying

sfories and alarming pictures of feral piqg infestations

N this central reqion of Banks Perninsula to our west

H _ Eolar blast

After cur warmcsf( wettest winter ever, Nature
brouﬁh‘t on Spring With an ironitc fwist, By early
October, Spring is usually vell underway - tender
New shoots are equv\d{ng{ qrass Nneeds VV\OUQi\f\Cﬂ)
Pirds are hes’ving. Sno oo falling to sea level is not
expected. The Sth of October, however, produced
Jale southerlies straight off the Anfarctic ice. Next
day the c:\c_cuvv\u\aﬁ\ncj sNows pack Was S ”ZQ cmns
deep arcund the \isitor Ce\r\’rre/ drifﬂnﬂ to at least
30 cns, HU%"\,S water supply froze for a c)\ou.j,’ro\r the
first time n at least 20 years, |t was the d\eepesf
SNowy buj favr since ZQIS, and the deepesf Qctober
SNow ever m our 55 years of weather cbservations,

ng the ¥th of October ermﬂr‘\ Nhad refturned eand
the srmouw o\wir\o\(eo\( al’rhouah remmants persisted un ti



the 14 th. On the afferncon of the 9th Hugh 1
WNas Cheerfu(hj mowincﬁ ‘g\rg\ss Hf\g‘tl Qh(\j the do\\j
(Oefcre_{ had lkeen under o Qe Shou poc/&. Thomas
TC)W\TH’ Nas bock o ’Hf\e loa(uerro\oKe( SUPerV(SiV\ﬂ 3
(QQh\V\a:j Nnone the worse for Wear

Plants suffeved fhou\ﬂh, NMone loocked worse than
the fuchsia trees — all (ocoked dead, thewr new foliage
frizzled as if sprayec. One (s fempted To ask Mother
Nature if She Rnows what She’s on about with
RetukRutukRu, Whats the pQ'\V\T of beiﬂﬂ deciducus
(f New seasaon’s leaves emerge SO Vulnerable to .
Sudden Spr'w\g chills 7 ()QeH, \jealr\ No. L//Yﬁqh Nno (s
Kit English but no-one seems to Rnow what it act-
ua(l\j "Means — Eol.l. We have seen this hoxpper\ be -
fore. Despite a significant setback for new qrowtin,
shoots reappeav, Later n sumamer The trees il ook
(bushh and leaty as f hofh(ng unusual had V\opper\ed-

Cold o\aw\uag Was obviocus on Many othev Species
too — Se\/e\f\ﬂ\f\ger, poreporo, RawakRawa, fivefinger,
Or\gqor\cﬂO\, Copro:ma robusta and rofuno/{fo//:?/ wine-
erry mahoe, Roromiko native groundsels developing
flower stalks of P/)ormium) even young cjrowﬂﬁ on

cold - lf\curd\j hovo }o'\f().

A near miss or two

When Hinewai’s City Agent (Huahﬁs sister Margoref)
LAST, BuT NOT LeAST, 1S THE MAN oFTeN pi‘Ckecl UP ‘Fl\/€_ .bo>‘<€S S P(Pl_
| CONSIDERED To Be THE GREATEST oF ALL | pi D3 from orinfing. com on
INVENTORS.. F@Fr\j Road she founol' o

arrival hoeme in Brynduor,
| only four boxes, Fortunately

A Yyoung builder Uocrk(ng on
Manchester Street saw the
ckr boot sprir\ca open and the
startled box bounce out on to

the busy road. Daniel had the
nowus to find Hughs landline

FLAVIUS TOASTUS: numker inside. Christchurch
EATOR oF SUCED BRE.

Ci‘f\j (s uholou‘o‘feo\hj a PEH\OU\S
— Cxvyv -infested SNQMP, but also



12 ev(de\r\’r\% a friendly he\pfu\ one,

No-one noticed Hugh, though, when o fence
‘“‘O\ppeo{ i, possum-liRe, bhetween Kapuka and
Hinewai. He was on o mission to despatch a rogue
Pine and a mere sapling of a sycamore. Deferring
to age, he decided not to risk the barked TQP wire
but instead 1o squeeze between two unkarbed lower
Ones. Stuck fast, he was thinking it a bit unfair that
this Taul, fough fence, impenetrabkle to all manner of
,chae. qumalsl quﬂ hetween Ka‘oukq and Hinewai where
1T was rlof heedeo\l rather than q\mna the fFO\U\3h1‘ fron-
Tier at Ontkautahi. Eventually, realising that no
young Daniel was abeut to rescue f\iml he mar\ageo\ oA
reverse exif. The sycamore and the pine were SNig-
gering ., but not for long, Huﬂlf\ tried Agatin, this time
feet ‘FirsTI Mmade 1t ‘H\rouﬂ\r\’ slew the al(ensl and shoved
hinself back ﬂr\rouoj\r\ the wires,

He Tahgafdf ‘r\e, Toumgo.‘fa’ he Tcw\go(fol

We have new Nneighbours, west of Stony Bay Saddle.
Rachel Howell and Sean Domgahue have bought the
47 hectare Kimberfey / Delaney ldr\ckl delighted that

it ho\s o (or\g-cover\an‘feo\ Cen‘(‘re—Pitce of beech ‘Fores"".

CQ’J CQ\N\'FQ\(‘T
One chilly winter day, Peter and Hugh chanced upon

A pair of jewelled ﬂeckgs, Pipipt appears twice cach year.

mMmotionless on the groun | , There is no sub and no okligation fo

3 . d . - "
either too cold 1o 3e‘f on with q::?\ffél:rf ﬁsl;?ﬁTaiifwf:ia‘ze

mating  or exhausted from appreciated. e will post a receipt
hut need your postal address if we
don't already have it.
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RD 3 AKARoA 7583
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