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'_Delugg
In mid-December

202[ unusual weather
wreaked harsh olO(Mlee_
ON and near Hine wai,
Rain started gently on
the [3th. By Morning on
the 17‘H"\, however, the
4“0‘0&3 total at Hineoai
Wweather station taas
53042 mm of which
at least 200 mmm fell
oNn one Proo\(giouslg wef

day on the [5th, Huge @Y e e mTE D e
l black-fronfed dottferel. See page 9

landslides carried

I”Ocl?sl earth and trees in to stream Courses gouging
oul wiide swathes Many Rilometres \D\(‘\q\ and up to
50 metres (N‘\CAQ] dfsgorg\hg across Valley flats and
Qu‘f TO sea, En route (qs e SC\\j 2 I:\ko\rooQ ﬂ’\exd
caut rQQdS( Tracks, power and phor\es( swept anway
Mmature ’rrees( b(idt‘ﬂes and small builo\imgs,fhreq*er\td
hOW\es‘ and okliterated fences. |t was life-threatening,
but no-one died - or at least no humans did. Along
devastate d (Ao'ter(,goujs We scooped U stranded eels
and smaller native ‘Ffshl returning them 1o ekhing
flood aters. qu\ﬁ were already dead.

The Mmayhem was restricted to the extreme eastern
fringe of Banks Peninsula. PeQ‘olt ) r\eqrb\j ARaroo,



2 only a few Rilometres west were wnaware of
anything amiss. '
Decembers deluge joins the lengthening list of

calamities that have punctuated Hinewai's 34 year

story so far, Mature has altways acted thus., She
gives, and takes AwaY | and gives again. NMow, of
course, She has to factor (n cur cwn mindless

Assaults on clirmmate and biod(\larsihﬂ.

The Hinewa; project had k)o«re(\ﬂ k)ecﬁur\ ahen the

El Mifo drought of [93%-%9 startled us. A series

of surprises ensued — the Big Snow of (Ofcl2( the
Wicked (Winter of (995 | the Fierce Floods of 1999,
the ill-starred QO(r‘Hf\OLu\O\keS of ZQ(Q*H( the Ferocious

Fire of 20l and yet ancther Daunting Desiccation
n 2013 O\CC—Qmpur\ieo\ b\ﬂ Tree-5nqppinq OJO\(QS.

Of all these o\{\/e\fsigr\s( the Deluge of 2021
Cdused the most mpact by far [SQ far — Eo\.—_‘. We
hO\\/Q Seenr S\iPs \oefo\(e, But Nno-ovne on Bar\ks Per\ir\s—
ula can recall an\ﬁﬂr\ir\% on this scale,

WNe ‘Qﬁﬂqr\ (aborious(\d W\qpp'\ncj bxj hand the extent
of denuded lor\d( when Geospatial Anolyst Peter
PletnyaRov dropped in not only with wife Helena and
Young son Misha (‘H‘\e\j are o delightful [ocal Russian
K voot ‘Fam‘\\\ﬁ) bul also with an exiraordinary satellite
rMap. Frorm the digital datat Peters c;omPu'ter recRoned
at least 65 hectares of Hinewais surface were laid
lOO\re.,(:SEQ oP,oos'tTE. The availakle data did not allow
us To nMep s(ips loe\i\or\e\ the boundaries of Hinewai
and Purple Peak Curry Reserve ].

(J\)hcx+/5 ho\(r\/\ql | Y S X% ?

Christchurch CH\j Councils c\—:mloufer concluded
that the deluae was o once in 30 \jeurs\\ event.
Neiﬂ\nbour Marie n Goughs Bay mentioned this To
Orionn staff res’rorir\% power. “"Ha ha' said =
linesmowx\ " oe are qetting called euf To (OO year
events every few months these days. And indeed,
all round us, Near and 'Folr'( rovre or unprecedenfed
floods and drouah'fs dre coming thick and fta st.

What does Hinewai’'s 34 year rainfall record
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4 show ? We have Q‘reqd\ﬁ experienced rainfall
OPPquchir\ca that of last December Twe June
o\cmﬂs (A 26!3‘ for example[ Totted up 257 mm N
Hinewai rain gauge., SRLj\ine roan Jauge oON&r -

flowed. There (were Si?]r\i'FfCo\h"" s(ips across the
reserve — aboutft /G of thern — but overall the dam-
Age as far less tharn In 2021, ij((@\ne_ Gita in
?ebruqr\ﬂ 2013 Jaave Uus A news daily recovd of
[BL-1 rmen (2560 v~ for the 4 - day event) but
Caused Nno Sighifdenf S“Ppaae_ at all. Ye_'f" CcA much
More subdued rainfall n Tune of that year caused
Some mctl'or‘ (candslides near the sea. How come ?
Normd(hj the valley heads receive three times the

” rainfall of the coast, bothh
for annual totals and for
Single storms. ijc(one_ Gita
Mmatched this Poﬂ“fer\ﬂ, June
2018 reversed it; by farthe
heaviest raimfall was along
'Hr\e Cbo\sf 11'56\{: December
2021 was different agqain.
That weather system dropped

~ : around 300 rim r{ﬂ‘r\‘f ocross
the whole reserve. The \(aHexﬂ heads are Used to that
Sort of raimfall from time to time ;oany sh‘p—pront

land there has had oPpgdumiﬂes to be barco\( stabil-

\‘560\ and reveﬂe’fcd‘eo\, almost (ike o Vaaccination P\(Q_.
Pramme . In chxTrdsT( 300 mm downvalley s far from

usual. U\\r\pfe.yoa\rec\( the slopes gave way all over,

Otanerite wsces

On that fateful (JQeo\\r\Ede\ﬁ afternocon Paul
Nemrzod/s Vvehicle found itself trapped between
two huge slips across (ower LOY\3 B ay Road. He sel
of f back dotn the road on foot., Landslides ahead
and kehind Volleyed and thundered. He v ade i home
fo an anxious Tricia. Later thot Jday Paul phoned
Bruce Hanser in Chiristchurch fo say that Marbey

Streamn taas 1n uh'\mag]y\o\b\t ﬂooo\) deflected bkj A
gargantuan alluvien that had gutted the entire length
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S*ticjhf towmards 6T5\r\eri+b Home —

of Plwakawaka Va((e&ﬂ anc explodecd out acress
the navrow FKQJ(S(
stead.

from Otanrerite Homestead

FPruakdtaka \/aHE‘j
0 Tqr\uqnﬂ 2022

Lo, W
R

Kaﬂihq mudd\ﬂ waters, churn{ng with frees and debris,
Were rising fowards the house, Paul and Tricia were
preparing tfo evacuate to higher ground. Trom then on
repeated atfempts to phone the lower valley got no
response al all. We feared the worst. Before dark on
Tharsday, deslo'\‘fe continuing low cloud, the local POHCC
Managed to send In a helicepter along the ravaged
coast. They found everybody “ safe and well and hunk -
ered dotan " but without power, dccess or communicat-
tonn, Officer Tim conveyed this welcome mMessage To
Huﬂb Jwst kefore chjlr\'s Phone too falteredh anmch died,
Otanerito had lost not only power and PhoV\e )
but also ther Sewage sﬂsfem( their exfensive vegse
Jardhen  and the weather station. The outside aklut-
o klock mas smashed. [(Nater had undermined the
Workshop and buckled the concrete floor, The foot-
brio(ge, Was Hung donstreanr and dashed ouioxin st
one bank. How the roqo\brid%ﬂ survived hecﬂciqrs

belief

Electricity was resfored to Otanerito six days
after the d\eluge_{ but the P\none company dithered
and dallied., For five hassled weeks there was Nno
Connection, EVenTUaH\ﬂ Chorus laid out o maoke -

shift link. [t failed o few days later twhen a Narbey
Sheelo tripped over the wire. Paul found the bhreak and



6 fixed i+. It remains thus as T wrife.) 21 Weeks
on.
Other families n r\eiﬂhbourincj bays related
Similar Te’_\(r\'{\ﬂ{na ordeals, '

Only three wieeks after the roxmpoxcje(‘fri\(ions of

Jorse seedlings were ohvious across hared ground,
followed socon after by guadrillions of native wine-
kerry poroporo and others, [Did you coount them 7
— Ed.]. The mind koggles to imagine how MNature
not only produces so Mmany seeds, but delivers them
to Just where Hr\e\ﬁ are Nneeded. OFf course She has
heen proxc_f(s(r\cﬁ for millions of years, However, She
(s leaving entirely to Us [:U\S - Ed] the restoration of
Tracks, fences bridges, etc. When the sun came ouf
O\ﬂcur\ e beaqr\ r‘e’\\hsfoﬁi\(\% Trc«cks TACYO S S H(\e_ (CAT\O\"
slidess, measuring up for replacement bridges, checking
Wwhat was lost and what remained. There (were sSome
heartlreaks. All that remained of Mahoe kivvi,
for example (= little overnight hut Hhat brothers JT1m
and Hu\gh had bui(f 25 \jeo\rs 990 T (,q\r\gf Was then
the reserves remotest corner) were the stumps of
two foundation Pi(es( severed at ground l[evel and the
lonc;—olroro oo, just above the line of devastation.
There (weve also joﬂfu\ surprises. Fuchsia Falls and
Hivewai Falls were unchanged ( fern-dvaped and
Canopied, as lovel\._»\ as before And, T Nasten to cAo\ol)
MOST of Hinewsai s intfact and as beautiful as ever
A noticeakle cho\r\se (s that some waterfalls,
for\q*gbch\red\ by verdant Vegefo&ﬁom, are Now
starkly sbvicus. ( Secret Talls on Keverl Stream
has klown its cover all (s revea(eo\). Vast amounts
of rockR chundered oveyr these falls so we expecTP_C’\
the deep pools at their feel would be choked wi th
spoil. Not so. The fremendous force that f\um% the
debris dotsn must alse have hurled it on and ouf.

He.(p at Nand

Phone companies oxsio(el aitdh came fromm all



directions. Power was restored within days. /
Contractors Fulton Hogan notl only resurrected the
: \

00\0\3) ’rhe\j donated their LET'S SeE... An! HERE {T1S: ™ YouR folLicy

sRills and machine ry To DoeS NGT coVeR FLOODS, EARTHQUAKES oR
clear flood-wvrackR from AXE of Gob.” SoRRY ABouT THAT,

cur valley floor. It looks e
as (f mmsurance will cover
Much of the repairs around
the homestead and Work -
S"\OP. Local fencer Mark L.
repaired sonmae bour\dow\ﬂ
'Fehcincj at ngn\j Bcuj_ Qur
INsurance does not stretch
To \Ce\r\cesl bhut the Kecjionox(
Council has offered help.
Rural Wowen Aotearca left B
Mmorale - hoosting bhaqgs of goodies at gafes, (nduding
curs. The Mew Zealand MNative Forest Resftoration Trust
Was qu'ﬁcu\ar(g big—"\@qued( even 'Hr\oug\r\ theur PU\VP‘Q
Pe ak Curvry Reserve Cscapeo\ untouched Csea mMap, padge 3).
Best of all our Temporvoary workers arrived as plan-

‘L)ZOﬁ Scott Hilburn/Di

ned at the start of Tanuary, (mpeccqb\\d Timned for the
C(eor\-up. On theiv first day they worked with Hugh to
clear and re-bench a route across one of the big 5“\35
that severed East Track. Ash is 30, originally from
remote England. During his four .
months here he married his
lonq-ﬁme partner Elishea
(Kiwi-born) in ARaroa. Max (s
27( broualf\T “up ‘Oco\“kj n Figeor\
Bay. Both provech excellentT
value and we are 5chem'\n<3 To

ﬂe\k Them back

Or\\\ﬂ words
A favourite Topic for work-
face discussions this summer
Was accents, Hua\(\ and Max Pfe - Nl
i r Joyce and

C(C(i\ﬂf\e_o\ fhE&j didn’t have one., Max Croll Dowgrqgﬂ,
“Yevr rickon yer don t hev 'n Mahoe Gully Il Feb 2022
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Hsh(enﬁ Lenn




8 exsint 7% ((this the English Ash gently W\Qcking).
”(’Qe(\“ Said HU\ah “at least we sound the “t7s in
"bottle” and ”Po{“’r(e‘\. Y (WOha's o po’le 7N askedk
Ash. He H\ouﬂ\r\’f it careless that Hugh, Max Paul and
Peter all pronocunced “bear” and “heer” identically.
’ The\i)'re_ the same’ said Max.  No H‘\exﬁ're not’ said
Ash, and demonstrated. ” Gosh' said Hugh, “its
S\A‘Oﬂe[ but T do believe I can detect a s((glﬂ"‘ Ar f -
ference., How about “stake” and “sfteak’ TR ”W\ej-
re the same’ said Ash. “T rest my case’ said Max,
Work(hg on Wahanut Track one day, Huﬁk decided
not to cut of f a low-Fflying fivefinger kough but in-
Stead homcﬂ a ((ttle Warning on tf: ‘qu_ clearance (‘4‘mj
“OR" said Max | “You didn't need to put up o little notice
just for me. MNext day he sPorTeo\ o) loump on his fore-
head.” T cleared the branch™ he explained “kbut T

AR

it ™My head on the S('gn.
Another day Ash and Max had to foray far up
Tangled KahiRatea Stream to suss out a suspicious(g
Q‘KO‘HC"(OQkincj tree turning auTumnal gellow, " What
s it 77 asked Huﬂh{ on their refurn to the Manatu
Track workface.” 15 me [ " cried Ash. “It5 an Eﬁﬂ“Sh
Aslh /" This is the first time we have found this hand-

Some buf mi(d(\ﬂ nvasive exotic sPec(es n the wild on

Hinewai,

Hous‘w\g the helpers

Uhictue_(g,) sRilled David Brallsford‘ assisted by Pdff‘
Nner Jan and local ‘frqd{es, had the rchAW\Peok old
house ready for Ash and Max by Mew Year, Later in
anua‘(\j he CQMP[e_i'cd\ his wrokReover of the kasement.

Huﬂh set Up S'(gn—hr\qki\ml shop ﬂ\ere_( *\ap'ogj as o pip\f.

Hea(ir\o_l_HU\a‘r\ls hip__ .

Hlflf\oug‘r\ 76 at the time of his sSurgery n Nbvembcr)
Hugh had never overnighited in o hospital hefore, nor

9 9 prist =S /
feigned death under generq\ anaesthetic, T V\oPe_
H‘\c\ﬂ did the right \(\iP“ remarRed Paul E)TOO\d(.ﬁ of
l<<51puko\. “ T'on very glad Hf\ekj dio\n\f’“ repl(ec\ Hug‘f\,
"1t was the left one that Wwas crook . Two weeks later




he coas MmakRing crutch- abetted walks up To C7
Two Rilometres (ong (”pro\oodohﬂ the outer limit of
Wh ot Yo should u’r’remp’r at Hhis quae“ said the

Stiﬂ"\ﬂg startled 5ur%eor\>. Four weeks after that he
Wwas allowed back on his bike.

Handsome strangers

En route to Hinewai, Chris of Auckland had photo-
qrouplr‘\ed <A ‘Qif‘c}\ c(f‘ Le. BDV\S Bou.j beach and ShONe“i ‘-{-
to Hugh for identification. [t was o black - fronted
dotterel, o small 3ood\ooking = A
Wader that colonised MNMewo
Zealand from across the Tas-
mMman tn the [950s. Or\\\j (OCGHKA
Common it (s far from being o
familiar sicjkT on Ranks Pen-
mMmsula and Huﬂh had never
Seen it here before,

[ early _Februtmrgj Max and
Ash Pho‘rocjrqpheok on attract-
i\re\xj Pq'h‘erneo\ Mmoth ot Beechque‘ P;Hhough very A s-
’rincﬂve_l we could not fo\EV\'HF\ﬂ it ofr
Mmoth quides. Even more
ok(s’rir\c_’ri\/e/ Lepidopterist
Brian Patrick was prompt
To reply o our queries. 115
called Arofeuxog sanguini-
PuUncta (= “blocd spotted™,
. apt epi’rhe*), LiRe the
dotterel it also infroduced
'\TSQ\F from Oz. Seen first
In the North (sland from
2010 onwards, it had spread 3 *
To North Canter lour\ﬂ bkj L _ i e
202(. This is & new record for Banks Peninsula and
Hinewai. We saw several more in ensuing o\)eeks‘ al-
woys N grass, on which their caterpillars feed.

“It’s not a wader I'm familiar with”

om New Zealand
Gy - v

Bridges over troubled waters
December das’rro\jeo& fourteen of the 45




,O fooﬂsridgts we had one by one added over

the years fto the trach netfworkR, Now one
b\j one We are bui(dir\g rep(acemen‘(s. Of ofl
the de-bridged crossings, the one at Boundary
Tolls confronted WalRers with their bio_&o_xas“f
Chq\\enﬂe' ()QO\% back n ;Tcw\u\o\r\j 199 Martin
Oclderink had creoted o sturdy structure here,
He positioned it in the [ee of an immense boulder
whhich Prc’fecfec\ it from fload after flood for 32
Years. The Great Deluge spared nothing but this
"\uge central yrock and Martins concrete abultment
on the east bank.

Paul cleverly drilled in to the top of the rock
and bolted on o brackety Rey fo o new fraverse,
Completed in April, the span is o metre higher
than be_fore.( and perhqps a little more immune To
future run.

Rack on Track

Devastation in Stony Ba\ﬂ Valley rendered fhe
Banks Track route unwalkable. How could we Reep
that venture 3oih<3? Mavrk Armstrong cleared and
krushecut a detour from their \/aHekj floor up to

510"\&1‘ Baq S‘freqm, S8 days after the Decembher de\uge
—— || Febk. 2022




STDV\H Bay Road atthe SToneher\gc gards., He . l[
called it 7 Pick My Way Ziﬂld‘ﬂ‘\ in line with Hine-
ai's 7 Pikiva i Z(cﬂzo\g“ further uPVa\\e\ﬂ, ( Piki-
mat Translates as “onwards and upwqro{s“), Booked
Trippers could choose wwhether to take the detour or
get a refund, Ver\j few chose the latter While we
Scrambled to restore Opatuti Track, the walkers
Trudged along Stony Bay Road to rejoin the proper
route on Tara Track ot STQn\j Bouj Saddle, The
Narroowy shihg(e road mas o poor substitute but t
provided grandstand views of the deep valley and
its dramatic landslides. By Mmid -February Gpafuﬁ
Track was Passzle ouaoxir\.

A dash of orange
Tor several weeks affer the Great Deluge | sub-
Merged rocks aleng the devastated streams turned
orange with a soft algal-like coating. Paul Broady
identified this as “iron bacteria. Tl’\e_LJ do not P"\OTO~
synthesise but derive energy by oxidising iron. Thus
their sudden abundance was not due directly to the
removal of shady tree canopy. If the landslides
released o suddenr burst of extra ferrous (ron in To
the sfreams, it can't have lasted long. Patches of
Qrange Pers(sf{ but only n o fews c{/uief backwaters.
The moist summer must have been favourable for
the loright orange i PR g TR
poreconch ’fuw\gus ‘ 5 0008
Favolaschia calocerq.
We encountered
Vivid drifts of it
on wet dead wmood
N MoRimoki and (n

SR

b
LR

sfrong covenant. ’Ihc:u\ahf to have originq’reo\ in Africa,
it somehow found its wWay To Aotearca by the [960s
and has since colonised the whole cc:unfr«\j.

Recﬂe\r\erq’rion

As PTPipi goes to print, the slips confinue fo green



12 over with o c_om\gtex mix of natives and natur-

alised exotics. Some deep scqrs/ﬂf\oucﬁh,sff“
look pale and raw. Growth has been favoured by
ample Moisture even though Rprils rain was Mmeaqre,

Degeneration

EJrohen bour\o\arg fTences are « Cor\‘“nu'\r\ﬂ chal(enﬂe,
UY\SUfPriSir\ﬁlkj our faveurite fencer 1s overtwhelmed
with work. Paul Newpor‘t and Brian (\(arbexﬂ Tackled
cvucial 'Fer\cimc_‘ at Otanerito. In STDth Bouj Valley
Seme pushy woolly ones have keen Sqmp\ir\cj qourmet
Ur\o\ers‘fore\ds of mahce, RawakRawe and feyn.

How much carbon i

Qur periodic carbon sequestration field measure -
Ments involve visits 1o 29 plots randomly qssicaned
Adcross the reserve b‘j a Com,ou'fer‘, Rccess To many
of them (s arduscus. One would be Temp‘fed 1o make
‘l‘hc COmPu'(‘er <jo and ’Fir\o\ ”(”he lQT llf\s‘l'eo\ol Timo and
qur\ﬂ,'ﬂ»o it Young fileldweorkers from Carbon Forest
Services Limited, based themselves in our Lodge for
several days in March, pored over maps with Hugh,
l[aunched themselves (n to the m'\lc\erness, and achieved
what the computer couldn't do even in its wildest dreams.
|

J Pipipt appears twice each yeoalr,
;’There 15 no sub and no Qb\iﬂof“oh
@1(.) donate, but donations of "any

t Jize are ‘f\u%e(\ﬁ lr\ekpful and much
| appreciated. We uill post a receipt

| but need your postal address if e |
(dont already have it.
CINAME

} ADDRESS

Direct credit BNZ
02 0832 Co44225 OO

POST Hinewai Reserve.

| 632 Long Bay Road

. R.-D. 3 ARarca 75383

HUGHS PHONE | (hest evenings) |
03 304 50! |

cc o7 [ Pipipi 55] |




