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DesiccaTion

Its often hard to recall
Jus"‘ hows bad some weather
wWas in years gone by. Farmers
along the northern and south-
ern flanks of Banks Peninsula
recRon that this summer and
auvtumn have been the driest |
Hr\e\j Coan remember. Aroundh
the Ccoast 'H’\I'S W\o\«.j well be
true, Our ocwn 33 years of
weather recovds at Hinewar,
homewarl suggest that
2020- 21 has been onhj the
third driest season we have
so Tar suffered. Droual«-\’rs
are Trich\ﬁ 1o compare, but
[93%-8F and [99%3-99
stand out as distinctly drier.

A little stream that crosses
West Trock Mty Pro\/io\?_ A ’ 7
meaningful measure. Onl ===
Twice — those Two feorful\kﬁ { Parekureko\/quﬁed shag
arid years — has Quiet ‘
Stream shut up altogether R peck in mid-May this
yeayr revealed o lihjer(r\cj ‘frick\e) evenr as oxo\\/c\v\cinrj
showers showed some Promise of a chanae,

Somehow the resilient native vegetation copes with



2— not beinﬁ watered for weeks on end. Treat
Yyour household plants liRe 2
that and +h€kj would scon
Succumlbs. [t Scary ﬂ’\ouglf\.
Climate models sugqest
that increased glokal Warm- ==
ing will intensify koth the
‘Fr‘eq'uentu-\ anod severh‘\ﬂ of
periodic drought along the
South [slands east coast,
precisely where Banks Pen-

"Youre not one of thase

insula sticks ouft in to the iciots who believe in .
Pacific |ike a sore thumb. clingie shanyl Are gous
Water

PGtakitaki Pond (s another good gauge of droucjm—
iness. It was still brimful at the start of Febroary,

but dropping rxo’(\'ceo\lo\\j bgj the middle of that month.
By the end of March it was half-empty [ or half-
full, depending on how positive one feels about the
World in General — Ed.]. As May qot undermay the
level slipped below o stick e hod places to mark
the lovsest shoreline of [ast season. Autumn has
hrougk"‘ a kit of rain, but net nectrlxj enouo_)h 1o boost
diminished streams or fill oleple’red pools.

Out on the headlands be\jmna\ Hinewai springs
failed. Some farmers had feed for their animals
there but could not graze it for want of stock water

RRaroca Towen had water woes TOO, not just from
O\M(V\duﬂcj supp\\ﬂ but because some small animals
had snuck [ is this o word 7= Ed.| in to a supposedly
Secure reserveoir and dArowned there, Local ald-timers
thought this was not a big deal; Indeed | opinedc
U\)(Hie‘ a dose of 9ood old kacferia can helpfully
hone ocur immune systems. Brian Told an er\‘rerfaining
Tale cabout the Golf Club and a decomposing hare.
Never+hele§5l the Council drained the tTainted 'f‘c;mks/
restrictfed water use and decreed that residents
should kol their Wwater until further notice.



Mokimoki BRush \7)

We made signs for the Sfony Bay fracks, frans-
ported thenm in electric “ P\'p“) and had themw all
in quce b\ﬂ 'Februo\f\j. Some da\j~walkers ave mmak-
ing the ko\f\g trekR down Sfcn\j Ray \/ul\cxﬂ 1o the sea,
and Banks Track walkers with surplus enerqy are
exploring MokimoRi Eush( as before from the Arm-
STro\m—js' Track \I\'lloge,

Rdding these 37 hectares to Hinewai was hugely
helped by o qenerous beguest from Esther Fernandez,
Via the Northh chnferbunj branch of Forest and Rirdl,
Reiu\qr volunteer Peter Joyce and povtner Annabel
put in Producﬁ\/e hours of track maintenance there.

By March Mokimoki Bush was showing severe
drought stress especially on Rawakawa, mahoe and
ferns — mMostly on the roc({\j spurs ﬂ(\ough; the gqullies
STo\jecl lush and green.

OT?—Pib\i and the Begley Family

Warren Begley, who bought E)Tep\k\'/ﬁrocher(cs Flaf
from Frank Miessen in September 2017, is o force
to be reckoned with. [ Mever end o sentence with
(Ni‘Hf\—Ed.].[\lou\iusf -
did - Hualrx]. R Chrst- |/

church resfaurcﬁt’,ur? ne -\2
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4 Purdr\ased the 3l hectares solely to make them

arf of a4 widev reserve complex. By then, Brocheries

Flat mos CY\‘HVC\kj surrounded b\ﬁ resevrve ldr\cl/ Hine -

Wai fo the south and ed\s+) PUrp(e Peal Curry Resevrve
to the west and north, PUrple PeaR Track, a main
walking artery in to Hinewoi from Hko\rou/ runs
right through the heart of it. During Frank Miessen’s
25 years he fenrced off bush areos and lease o
aut the Spen pasture for Sro\zf\f\g. Warren destocked
all of i‘l‘( and initiated a conservation covenant with
the QE IT National Trust. (When 110 hectares in
the Hickonﬁ Bay Valley next to DoC’s Ellangowon
Reserve came up for sale in 2020, (Narren felt it
Was too iW\PQrTUV\T to let 5\(p in To the soiled hands
of pir\e—P\or\ﬁncﬁ "carborm farmers He put im o
bicll wmhich tas o\cgepfe_o\. [t was o financial stretch.
Warren discussed matters with cur Trust. He hod
faller 1n love with 6Tepihi| and mas reluctant To
poart with her. But e sorted out an arrangement
wWhich wins oll round. The land will be “"cwned” by
our Trust C Huglf\ shared with Navren his cwan
._ t\)\nso\iiﬁed Pe\(S‘OV'\\\O\‘ \/.'\e\:\s; c«bmul\s
3 tm and c:b\w\ev’s\r\\p hic e regar

=S 95 o khizarre example of humaon

Q)

S haubris. ToitG he (whenua' goes
the witse prn\/ub, ”(thfum?]qrbr\iqrg
he fdﬂgo*a\\ —"the land olone

endures’ people Vun\sh\.\>
Warrenw woill 51‘0\\:1 nvolved with

6T€P\l{i, continue to use the uppev

dwel\\'\ma as a refreat from cit

“ 1 come from a long line of people

life rewove Hhe lm.cl farm shed that
who have died’ !

Trank used as an unconsented
P\ouse' and ktep an vv\oxin‘f‘gihir\cj the (/\\O.“Qi\(\% fracks.

Trus‘warﬂr\\d_

PTPIPI 52 Promiseo\ ST uPo\dTe and o rundowon
about Hinewai’'s Trust Roard. That prompted further
pleas fromn sensitive readers to ke spored fresh
attempts by HUﬂlr\ at portrait drawing. Ir\steoxd, Hua\f\



D

aoT out his Trus’r\ﬂ old fillvn cameva and ponted
it ot as wany Trustees as he could nmuster,
David Round is currently our
‘E‘r\oﬁrperson, He recently retired
from lecturing in Environmental
Law at Canterbury Universit
He lives in a big old house at Porft
Le\/gj /KouhouVO\ra‘fO\/ northwest
Banks Peninsula.
Bruce Hansen,
Took ovev fthe

adlAX financial role from
Maurice utha in 2017 and threw
himself in To it with enormous skill,
energy and enthusiasm, He has emerged
from o curious backRground in Preshy-
terian ministry and accountancy. He
and wife Alison (& music teacher

live in Bishopdale in the cxr-infested ”

‘HUBV\ Wilson is both an on-site
Raitiaki and a Trustee, His (eaFL‘j
background is in Botany. His involve-
ment with Hinewai goes back fo the.
beginnings in 787 [ He cant draw
Peolo[e for PeanuTS = Eoll
Nlcholas(ﬂlch)Hedo\

is also o botanist,

but a much younger

; 3 one., He (,qovked ()\nﬂr'\
the Depdrfmenf of Conservation (J)oC)
for mang years, but (s new Christ-
church Ci 'h.:j Councils }J{O(r\T eCO(Qﬂ(ST
He and his partner Anrna live on
Mount Pleasant, eastern ChrisTchurch
with Two young boTom\CQH\j»ho\meo{
o\quc_y)lr\‘fers Hazel (Corylus otve//cma>
and Holly (Olecria ///C/fo//o: not
Tlex « u,fo/zum)

Thomas (Tom) MacTavish is our Yyoungest Trustee. He




6o Weorks vigorously for DeC on Banks Peninsula
flrom a home in Governors Bo\kj- He hails from the
little coastal village of Moeraki in North Ofage. A
few years aqo he refraced the journey of Shackle-
’fon\ Worsley and Crean across South Georgia. He "“OLS
1‘emporarmj escoped the Trustee photo mus‘ferl Missing
N action as he was at the Time.
. Paul Broad\j is a phycologist, recently
refired from Canterbury Ur\’\\/ersihﬂ. He
blocomed Tirst in Lancashire in remote
England, but has now lived much more of
his [ife in F\US’rra(osia' first on the bl'g dry
West (s(ov\o\, then on the mainland . He
: lives in Sornerfield, Chris’rchurch, but (s
owned by K&}ouka( [G hectares next to Mikimiki
and Tules Knobks. Christina (Tl'nq)'l'rcmn'@_y &
wilt {ormal\\j Trqnsmoariﬂj in To a Trustee
at cur Nnext AGCM In Sprir\ﬂ. She has had \
A lDY\3 nvolvement with Hinewail and (s
one of many ‘oqrf—oo\w\e_rs of Otanerito
Beach House ( Hujh is another one).
She s fluent in ‘French’ Enﬂ\fsh ancd
Ovnithology. Her qu’rner Pervy (s VNS
currently Chairperson of the Banks Peninsula Conser-
vation Trust (ar\o\ jg+ another ocwner at the bead\)‘

The cracked old Y\r\ar\qaer/g house

The house on the original |O9 hectare Hinewai
farmlet was built of poured concrete in the mid
IOIQOS) so it Was around Two decades old ohen
Hugh moved ir\) late in 997, [t Was his home Un-
Til March 2013 (When he Traonsferred to the new
Wooden house onr Pczloohoﬁkot Meu&cm( some [OO
Mmetres to the (wesT The Septenbker 2010 cluqfee.
had shocked him ciwake from deep slumbker [o((or\3
with the rest of Canterbury-€d]. He tsos sure the
Concrete walls were about to sqguash hin (ke o
pinned-down ‘Q(O(J\I‘F(kj) but Hne\j onl\j crackRed here

and there — datmage that the Eurﬂr\cfluuke Assessors
deemed cosmetic rather thonrm structural.




We continued to use the building of f and on.
Andrew Youngson stayed there, part-time during
his S—ﬂeqr stinT on the toork fteam. Lox‘l'ek\j Paul -
Brqu\j has used it as a kase for his work on Kdai-
pukect. He also launched into an impressive clean-up
and clear- out. What with Andrews deparviure
[ and Hughs o(ecrepi’ruo\e— Ed.] our Trust mulled
over what was Nneeded to holUse near-future wWork-
ers on the reserve. Trust minutes makRe Mmany
Mmentions of 7 the cracked old mqr\qger;- house®
and then ask for clarificatiorn ¢ do those cko\jecﬁVes
refer to the manager oy the house 7 The outcome,
is one of this winters big projects
T Fevoamping the cracked old
mMmanagers house for staff ace-
ommodation, Local builder hun-
'ferl Fire'Fic"h'feT and all-round
good Kiwi bloke Dcwio\, backed
bﬂ his mu(ﬁ—‘fosk(ng artner Jan,
(s tockling the cha((enﬂe, Notches
qlreqe\\ﬁ in his belt include visitor

Iodﬂ\r\gs o QU\O\\l \S(O\V\d clnd

the Rod Donald Hut a b ove Lit tle “Physick for the cure of thy Ague’. When was the
R l\/ e last time we cleared out this medicine cabinet?’

Vehicle ~free (Wahonui Troack leads down from
Long Bay Road to the houses and the Visitor Centre.
Many of tHhe kRird-filled native trees reﬁer\ero\ﬁnﬂ
here are laloe“to\( and people tend to (injer‘) ot
stead of o S5 minute descent, Some settle on o
Rhalf hour dawdle, Neo\rl\j everyaone ct(oprecig\‘fes
The cxr—free ambience. MNot 5o two power- con-
Rany 30(\(\0\5 who arrived to check the transformer
One (aas carrying o [adder and o b{ﬂ Clr\i]o on his
shoulder, He could sScarcely believe there was no
Vehicle access. He growled that they might find
Smmtfhin?‘ Wyrong Withh the fransformer and o uld
thev have to hri\r\5 in “a greot b(a bulldozer ™ ond
then “a re ot biﬂ truck™ to cﬂef /irigfrx‘i‘ up o the
power PQlef\ @effmﬂ this off his chest made the
Sori((o\ feel o (ot befter



Howeveyr to revamp the old house we CA_CZ_neQd
to fransport a (ot of heavy (tems up and down

Wahanui Track. A bit reluctantly, Paul and HU‘Z)I"
pruned baclk the sio\es{ J‘usf e\/\tauglr\ tTo allow "P(P\)\
the electric S(o\e~lo\j~5ic}\e( To wend ifs OLU.'QT hai =]
down through the trees,

Min d Yowur ‘QT\QAU\O\%Q_

Linguists in the early [9th century made = good
jekiat transcribing spoRen Maori in to a written
language. They oftfen indicated [onger vowels simply
by doukling them. More recently the qlternative of
placing o macron aver the lor\3 vowel has hecone
Standard. ' S

Just as well N\
too/ When Mark
Nixon and
Megan Rckjr\olo\s

’c\c:c[/uired“

some land
abkove ARaroa’s
Grehan\lo&l\ekj b
ﬂr\eu‘, wanted

fe refer foit 3 -
e ‘ Akaroa Tree wetda (natural size) Q

bkj (@% Y\Ome,
Pfeferclblkﬁ in Malori, that m\'gh‘l‘ honour some appro-
Pr‘ia'{'e natural feature. Thekj settled on “putaweta’
and guickly grasped the importance of those [(ffle
lines above the "o’ s. Putaweta ( literally

7 weta ho(ﬁS“) 1S = charming small ftree woith
Markled leaves and ‘Fros’ruj white flowers, on the
other hand, putaweta (s o poo pif.

LC\V\ﬂUO\ﬂt s full of PH_FO\HSr but also rich re-
Wards. Down ot the ARarca Supermarket Hugh
had keen 3qﬂr‘\eriv\<3 some Hindi Plr\rqses from
Manpreet. Multi-linguist Mohini sugqested one day
at the Visitor Centre that on his next Shoroyoiv\a
@x<pedition he Might surprise Manpreet with

: N armaste I\/\qr\lorecf Rap kahot sundar ho! ® N
WNWhat does that mean 7™ asked Hugh. “Youll see



9

Said Mohini. The result wuas beyond expec’ruﬂon.
Hugh found Maeanpreet resfocking some she\ve/s\\.
“Narmaste” he said. ”F}qp bahot sun dar ho!

Mow\torctf gave o piET(‘_fr\ﬂ S%ued( of O(Elfghf -HQU('
Turned every head in the little supermarket. Oh
oh” she Criid, ! Huglr\ has just told me T amwmm

very beautiful — and n My QLon {O\V\guoxg)e_ /0

All arvround us

F\djoinina Hinewaoi on the ARarca side of
Tdrq’f@re\nu/ Steny Boy Peak are 7G hectares
of mostly steep bush, treeland gorse and poast-
ure at the head of Balguerie JIfreann. Gho be-
[Or\cﬁs to this larad 7 Tames and Trdcex_j Sh(\c«'\[.
JTames (s o cousiv of Mar k ﬁrms’rroncﬁ (C\"' S'foﬂ\fj
Bay) his dad Tom lived his final Yyeors in a Wee
house further downvalley. Tarmes and Tracey
[ive (n Sydney (Oz) bkut they leased out their
land to o (ocal farmev: Years ago they also (et us
route Porilo'ai Tracl Q(Onc_i their Upper margin.
Formin Pcwipc\[ Track there rathev thoan on Quy
side of the boundary made life o lot simpler. The
Track bkecoame very popular weith day walkers who
enjeyed ifs spacious views and the qran circle
ot provio\ed\ Up, ovey and around Tavaterehw and its
splendid kluff (= loowi}oui}. Nhen e had to re-
route the Banks Peninsula Track (n 2017, Pari-
Pai Track kecame o crucial section. The Smails
were happy for it to be Uused thus.

M(ol—TounuO\nﬂ this yeovr & message arrived
fromm Oz " (Ve o (Qnger have sheep on our
properf\_,,\\ Wrote James. "Our long-term P lan to
regqgenerate the bush s Mmoving o step closer ™

Simail lono\/ Putaweta and Warren Begte\ﬂfs
Hic(/{or\ﬂ Bay venture are just the closest of sev-
eval nets Banks Penivisula conservation initiatives.
The Rod Donald Trust set its Sig\r\TS hig‘r\ljecurir\tﬂ
SO0 hectares arocound the Peninsulos (/\iahcsf tops
for “pubklic ownership®. Te Ahu PEtiki / Mount
Herbevt (s 719m ;‘\iglr\[ and Mount Bradley 353 m.



|O The accomplishment links Orton Bradley Fark
with established reserves to the scuth, and safe-

guards Te Ara PataRa, the walkway along the spine
of the Peninsula. A similar initiative is underway
nhear Little River and another ahove Purau.

A second wave.

KBwhai succumbed to caterpillars for the sec-
ond year in a row, which seems unusual. Normally

handsome trees wifh feathery foliage and o blaze of
B2, 3 'J LT N golden flowers in

N 22 Spring, nearly ev-
; ery one Woas leaf-
I —

SHORD less and grey by

mid- to late-TFeh-

Faary. We watched
Cuckoeos, silvereyes
and bellkirds Pick"
ing caterpillars off
the last remnants
of leafiness, Never-
theless hoth tree and nmoth are native here they
have lor\a learned to gef a[evxa Tocjeﬂner, ( Mot so
the alien myritle rust which has\jus‘l’ appeared "
Chffs'(‘c{ﬁuwclr\l periloushﬂ close to Hinema\.) By the
[Oth of March it wwas impossible fo find any re -
maining caterpillars on the ransacked trees, And
by early May their ferny foliage was flourishing again.
[t Wil ke inTereeri\mﬂ To see if doubkle defoliation, back
1o k)oxcf?\( leaves Trees Goith enouah Obmplr\ To flower
profusely in the corming 5prir\<3.

PTFTN/\arauroot
shining cuckoo M8

Many:- splendoured wings
As we aqe,some older
folk can no longer hear the
high—pi“fched “tsit tsit st
of ﬂﬂ‘Hpour\qmu/riHemev\_
ts a significant [oss wWhen
one (s trymng to record all
birds hheard and seen on the




bird surveyus we tackle Twice o gear, But last
January of Plot 3 in the beech forest a group
of four twittered right past Hugh unheard put close
er\cuah 1o Touch, as if fo say “eve here! Notice
us!/ Write us down /"

Red admiral butterflies /Rahukura were eSpec}ui—
lkj abundant in Mar‘clﬂ{ along with coppers and little
blues. As usual here, H‘\oquhI sightings of yellow
admirals were few.

In early autumn we Flelded some enquiries abouf
the F(Durishing Talcons. Were they, perhaps, some
Wondered, reducing numkers of 1UT silvereyes,
and scmebod\j’s [ they wished To remain anomalous
—ed.] [ right - HughJ white doves ? After sighing o
[{ttle at each gquery, Hugin fried to explain the 1mMm-
Portant role of predators — and not just any old
predafor kut wonderfully special rare endemic
Swift-toinged predators — in prey populations that
have evolved with thenm for millennia ( the anom-
alous white doves excepfecl:[.

Humon ciu{rhs and ciu{bbles

Paul Newport and Hugh brushcut Curry Track
T Februor\j. The Ialqn Wwas To sTart at either end
and meet in the middle, On the second day their
Workfaces collided on the - : - ’

ARorca side of Browntop Sad- [@ P\;A?CET]EI&(LY%?EOPF,‘:A%A =
dle. Hugh (probkakly Paul too {60 WERE LookiNg, BoWN
G(Hﬂou::jlm he toas too kind to | AT Youw PHONE AND You

MISSED 1T!

Say it cut loud) could not
avoid r\oﬂciﬂg that he had
Covered about one third of
the distance and Paul two
thirds, Did this mean Paul
WNos worth two workers or
that Hu\g\r\ wmas only half o
Workey ? L Both - Ed] (e

cle_fer\ce_’!—{ugln P[eqc\gc,& ol

dqe, He alsos claims his left
hiP (s COmplaihir\glq(\‘hougk




12 he can't decide whether the twinges are mus-
cular or bonular [ not a Luorol—Eol.],ﬂi' (s now -Hughl.
Bruce often reminds the other Trustees that
we are all responsikle for the careful and Tfrans-

parent V“\dr\d%e_mer\'f of Trust funds. Even he
Was o little Surprised by o bkill fremn |RD on
Chyistimas Do\j‘ [t stated that we cwed the Tax
department i Q- 04 due immco\(ufc(&,. (e could
be Clr\mﬂjeol a 10 V\OV\"PO\ﬂmeV‘\f penalty if we did
Nnot Pay the amount in full or enter n to ar instal-
Mment agreement. Bruce hasn't mentioned the out-
Come yef, khut he has definifelgﬂ not qone to prisovﬂ
for mismuaning Trust funds,

Sounds of silence
One aultummn r\'\ghf N very still

condifions the socund of waves on
Otanerito Beoxch/ 4 Rilometres
from Hugh’s house and 4350 metres
[ower down, scunded almost as if
We were right beside the warming _
rising sed. On anocther autumn day of thick wind -
less misT, crowds of redpolls Were swirling about

9e//ow ao(m"r/

PO\po\RaiRo\ Meadow, chirruppinq as usuq\( but with
the w]rr(r\g of their wings Curious(uj CAW\P“F(Qd by the
fog.

5 Pipipi appears twice
ne k::?_'jecf‘"- There (s no sub and
Shligation to donate but

ior\o“‘lcr\s of an size 'IJTE_
uﬂtl‘j_hglpfv‘ ond appreciated.
e will post o receipt but need
Your Pos‘f‘a\ address.

Che_%ue~— nmaote
Rias, the banks have abandoned
chegues and closed ocur local ARa-

oo bro&v;\c‘f\’ droppir\a Any PrefenCe
of genuine Customer 5ervice_1 Shs

NAME any respect for di\/ersihj, Communit
and choice, for those of Yyou who haye
ADDRESS donated so generously by cheque over

the years and who are [eft With fewo
proctical options or none af all to con-
tinue financial support - o thousand
heartfelt thanks. Te banks, rith tshat
[ittle 'Hr\e\j have left n the ey of
Community responsikility, may or may
not sugqest workakle sptions.

If you are wkle to moake direct credits
or ‘f‘alep‘r\ent o\m\uﬁov\s, Pleust add
identification details and o postal address
(f we dont have H‘) SO (Ne Can send Yyou gaad
old-fashioned personal thanRks and a recei}oﬁﬂ

Direct credit BRNZ
Q2 Q832 0044225 QOO
[POsT] Hinewai Reserve
T 632 (/Or\g Su\j Road
_ . R.D.3 ARarca 7533
HucHs PHONE | ( Evenings)
03 304 50|
Ccc o7 [ Prpipi 53]
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